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The first Swiss soldier's knife from Wenger, Delémont 
 

The Wenger Delémont company , founded in 1893, was known, alongside the Victorinox company, for supplying the Swiss 
Army with original Swiss soldiers' knives for decades. But what exactly were the beginnings like? 

The soldier's knife model 1890 was first delivered by the German company Wester & Co. In the years that followed, Swiss 
cutlers took over the production and delivery of soldiers' knives, in particular the two companies Elsener from Schwyz and 
Leresche & Co from Vallorbes. The Model 1890 was replaced in 1908 by the Model 08. However, there were two different 
versions of the Model 1890, with black scales made of wood (oak or walnut) or with red scales made of fiber. These were 
first ordered in 1901 and replaced the black bowls. The designation Type I (black scales) and Type II (red scales) is therefore 
used among collectors. However, these two types were identical in terms of structure and tools. For more information 
about the Model 1890, see https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5nzkzyUzWDo  

 
Every year the soldiers' knives were 
put out to tender for a very specific 
quantity. There are documents here 
that prove the order quantity every 
year. Interested parties could apply 
for the advertisement. There was a 
minimum delivery quantity, which 
was between 3,000 and 5,000 pieces. 
In 1901 the quantity to be ordered 
was 22,500 soldiers' knives. The 
public tender took place in July 1901. 

 
In this year, 1901, an order was placed for the first time from the 
Wenger Delémont company, then under the company name 
Schweizer Cutlery Factory. Here on the right is a photo of this 
document, which illustrates the order (see Wenger, La passion du 
couteau, 1993). 

 
 

“The technical department of the Federal The War Material 
Administration hereby orders 3000 soldier's knives model 1890 with 
red fiber scales from “…Swiss Cutlery Factory, Delémont” at a price of 
CHF 1.80 each. Delivery: until April 1902 in monthly batches of... In 
boxes of 250 pieces... Signed, 1901.” 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5nzkzyUzWDo
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In September 1901, new regulations for soldiers' knives were published (see 100 years of the Swiss soldier's knife, 1991, 
p. 16). 
 

The new regulations for the model 1890 soldier's knife 
particularly affected the change in the scale material. The new 
scales had to be made of “red fiber”. 
It can be assumed that this change was made because the fiber 
material performed better under stress than the previous black 
wooden scales made of oak. 
 
Since the tender in July 1901 was for soldiers' knives of 1902, 
and the regulations document was dated September 1901, one 
would assume that the order in 1901 was still for soldiers' 
knives of type I. However, this was not the case and Type II 
soldiers' knives were ordered. 
 
On February 23, 1901, the model protection for the model 
1890 soldier's knife expired. From this point on, every 

manufacturer was allowed to produce the model 1890 soldier's knife and sell it privately. Previously, this was only 
permitted to the companies Wester & Co (until February 23, 1896) and then Peres, Daniel, both from Solingen Germany. 
The Swiss knife manufacturers were only allowed to produce directly for the Swiss army. 
 

 
 

Illustration of a soldier's knife model 1890 Type II from Coutellerie Suisse (Wenger Delémont) 
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Soldier's knife model 1890 type II 

 
 
 
 
Story 
 
The Model 1890 Type II soldier's knife was manufactured from 1901 to 1908. It therefore has a relatively short history. 
There were no changes to the soldier's knife during this time. The specifications of the technical department of the War 
Material Administration were very strict and very precise. 
The Type II was basically a Model 1890 Type I soldier's knife, simply with red fiber scales instead of the black wooden 
scales. 
 
Functional parts 
 
The pocket knife No. 200 model 1890 had a large cutting blade, an awl, a screwdriver and a can opener. The model was 
not available with the bracket/key ring option. All tools were made of carbon steel. 
 
Material thickness 
 
Large cutting blade: 3.7 mm; Screwdriver: 3.3mm; Can opener: 2.8 mm; Awl: 2.3 mm. There was a great deal of tolerance, 
which was accepted by the war materials administration. 
The soldier's knife weighed approx. 144 grams. 
 
Construction 
 
The Model 1890 Type II soldier's knife was a 2-layer 
pocket knife. A large cutting blade and screwdriver 
revolved around the head rivet, and the awl and can 
opener revolved around the foot rivet. A center rivet 
held the back springs in place. 
 
Scale material 
 
The knife manufacturers used red vulcanized fiber as 
the scale material for this soldier's knife. 
 
Circuit boards/liners/rivets 
 
The middle plate and the rivets were made of steel, 
the intermediate layer of brass. 
 
Trade name: Soldier, soldier knife 1890 
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This is what the Model 1890 Type II soldier's knife from Coutellerie Suisse looked like: 
 

 
 
Typical features: Coutellerie Suisse embossing plus the winged wheel (Coutellerie Suisse trademark) on the cutting blade; 
no further embossing on the tools. 
Cross embossing on the bowl (control stamp), faintly visible here, which is, however, absolutely normal (clearly visible 
cross stamps can indicate that this was added later or that the bowls were completely replaced). 
 
How many model 1890 soldiers' knives (Type I and Type II) were produced? The numbers can be reproduced very precisely 
based on the competition tenders: 
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So a total of 484,000 soldiers' knives were ordered and certainly manufactured, of which 319,000 were of the Model 1890 
Type I (black scales) and 165,000 of the Model 1890 Type II (red scales). 
 
For the Model 1890 Type I, the quantities can be determined quite precisely for each individual manufacturer. This is not 
possible for the Model 1890 Type II. Personally, I estimate that the majority of the 165,000 pieces were manufactured by 
the companies Elsener Schwyz and Leresche & Co, and around 30,000 - 40,000 pieces by the company Wenger Delémont. 
However, it is clear that the overall number of Model 1890 Type I was significantly higher than that of the Model 1890 
Type II. 
 
Since the soldier's knives Model 1890 Type I and Type II only differ in the scale material, there was and still is a lot of 
tinkering and “faking” by swapping or changing the scale material. There are hardly any original 1890 models left, which 
is very unfortunate. Since it was not yet common practice to use repair stamps, changes can hardly be tracked. Typically 
there were the following modifications to an original soldier's knife: 
 

- Defective red fiber scales were replaced with black scales. This (unfortunately) happens again and again with the 
08 model. 

- Weapons control stamp will be added later. 
- Defective tools are replaced, sometimes not with original parts, but with parts from the 08 model 

 
This also happened with the Model 1890 Type II from Wenger Delémont. Individual variants with black bowls appear here 
again and again, leading collectors to speculate as to whether the company also produced the Type I model. However, all 
evidence clearly suggests that this was not the case. 
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Pictured above is a Model 1890 Type II soldier's knife with special stamps on the scale. The small cross is a repair stamp, 
the second stamp, which is not very visible, is a weapons control stamp that was used from 1915 to 1950. The tools are 
all original Wenger Model 1890. This indicates that a repair was carried out (most likely a scale change) after 1915. Since 
the knife was still fully functional and original, it was stamped again with the weapon control stamp and thus re-approved 
for service in the Swiss Army. Such repairs were usually carried out in armories. 
 
In 2008, the Wenger Delémont company created a replica of the first soldier's knife, Model 1890 Type II. This year it was 
exactly 100 years since the introduction of the Model 08 in 1908. Here is a short press article about it: 
 
“The knife manufacturer Wenger has just created a replica of one of the greatest legends of the Swiss knife industry in its workshops. 
Wenger began producing the original soldier's knife on behalf of the Swiss Army in 1901. All later versions of the multifunctional knife 
were derived from that model, resulting in the famous Swiss knife. The knife edition, limited to 1893 copies - 1893 was the year the 
Wenger knife factory was founded - corresponds in every detail to the plans from that time. The numbered knife models are 
complemented by a faithful copy of the technical drawing of the original knife, which has been carefully preserved for 107 years. The 
plans, which have been kept in the factory since January 1901, are signed by the Federal War Material Administration, Technical 
Department. At the time, the archive documents were used to produce the very first model of the soldier's knife commissioned by the 
Swiss Army. With these technical drawings, Wenger is in possession of the birth certificate of the great-grandfather of the famous Swiss 
knife. Therefore, it was decided in Delsberg to make a replica of that legendary knife model. Exactly 1893 pieces were to be produced, 
considering that 1893 was the year the Wenger knife factory was founded. The knife created is a model example of craftsmanship and 
Swiss precision. Each example is assembled and adjusted by hand by a cutler. The only differences from the original are that stainless 
steel is now used and the mechanism has been adapted to make opening easier. Operating the various tools used to require a lot of 
effort. The scales of the replica knife are made of high-quality vulcanized fiber, because the metal side surfaces with the embossed 
shield with a Swiss cross were only developed much later. The knife is equipped with a blade, a screwdriver, an awl and a can opener. 
The interest in this historic pocket knife is undisputed, as it symbolizes the original model of the multifunctional knife - that Swiss legend 
- which has been successfully exported all over the world for decades. Each numbered example comes with a certificate of authenticity, 
packaged in a walnut and leather box reminiscent of the large steamer trunks used by the army at the time. The box can be hung 
vertically when open. The knife is held in place by a magnet and can therefore be presented along with its packaging. The models are 
available for sale at the usual Wenger sales points. The 1,893 copies are intended for Wenger customers and collectors. The demand 
for the limited series of knives has already far exceeded the number of units available. “ 
https://www.presseportal.ch/de/pm/100003381/100569733  

https://www.presseportal.ch/de/pm/100003381/100569733
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The beautifully described boxes for the replica were unfortunately of poor quality, and almost all of these boxes fall apart 
over time, despite careful storage. 
 
It's worth comparing how closely the replica was based on the original. According to the press release, a 1:1 copy of the 
original model was made, based on the old plans. Here is an excerpt from the plans: (see 100 Years of the Swiss Soldier's 
Knife, 1991, p.13ff.). 
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Now let's compare the replica with an original model from the period between 1901 and 1908 and compare it with the 
plans. 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

 
Some differences are already noticeable here. The photos show the original on the left and the replica on the right. The 
blade length is identical. However, the width of the replica is significantly smaller than the original. You can see this very 
clearly in the photo. Here the replica is closer to the plan than to the original model. The jaws on the replica are noticeably 
blunter and less round than on the original, very similar to those on the blueprints. In reality, however, all of the original 
jaws look the same as on this model, both on the 1890 and 08 models. When viewed from above, you can see that the 
can opener is longer on the replica than on the original. The tool thickness of the replica is also smaller (3.0 mm to approx. 
3.3 mm) of the entire screwdriver/can opener layer). The scale material of the replica is thicker than the original. A 
completely different fiber material was also used, which can be clearly seen in the coloring of the scales. 
 

     

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

 
The awl on the replica is beefier/thicker than the original, but the screwdriver is smaller. There is also an important detail 
about the awl that is different on the original than on the replica. On the original the awl foot is strongly rounded, while 
on the replica it is angular. I have looked at various old original models, and in all of them it is the same that there is a 
rounding effect. On the construction plans the awl base is angular. 
When it comes to the can opener, the differences are minimal, apart from the smaller material thickness of the replica. 
What is unsightly in my opinion is the riveting of the head rivet on the replica. Here you can clearly see the edge of the 
rivet. There is no sign of this in the original. Such clearly visible rivet edges usually indicate that a tool has been replaced. 
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Overall, it can be said that the developers of the replica soldier's knife followed the construction plans almost 1:1, exactly 
as described in the press release. Normally it is assumed that the engineers at the time adhered to these construction 
plans 1:1. However, various small details - which are the same for all Wenger model 1890 soldiers' knives - indicate that 
there were some changes. Since certain tolerances were deliberately built in, this did not matter and they were accepted 
by the Swiss Army. Now the question is: what is more important, to orientate yourself on the originally produced models 
from the time or on the construction drawings. The decision was made to use the construction drawings. In my opinion, 
it's a shame, because there must have been reasons why production deviated from the construction plans at the time. I 
think it's a shame that the material of the screwdriver, can opener and the corresponding back spring are significantly 
smaller. Nevertheless, I think the replica turned out very well. 
What is also interesting is to see whether the originals from Wenger Delémont and Elsener Schwyz also differ. Here is the 
compilation, on the left the Wenger model, on the right the one from Elsener. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Similar to the comparison of replica Wenger - original Wenger, there are also some differences in the comparison of 
original Wenger - original Elsener. The cutting blades are roughly identical, both clearly different in width from the replica 
and also from the construction plans. When viewed from above you can see that the can opener is longer on the Elsener 
model than on the Wenger, similar to the replica. The can opener on the Elsener is also shorter and less coarse. The scale 
thickness is identical on both originals, as is the riveting. The jaws of both are strongly rounded, as already described 
above. 
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When it comes to the can opener, there are hardly any differences between the two originals, except that the right arm 
is longer on the Elsener model. It is not easy to say whether this has an impact on functionality. With the awl you can see 
clear differences again. The Wenger awl is narrower and less thick, and the awl foot is also strongly rounded, in contrast 
to the Elsener awl foot, which is angular. 
 
This comparison shows that the Elsener company as a whole oriented itself more towards the construction plans and 
implemented them for their original Model 1890 Type II soldier knives than the Wenger company. Now you could say that 
these are individual cases that are being compared. In fact, there were some tolerances in the production as a lot of work 
was still done by hand back then. However, the following picture illustrates that certain differences were clearly 
manufacturer-related and consistent: 
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The awls on the original 1890 Type II models from Wenger (left) are all significantly narrower and more delicate than those 
from Elsener (right). The Wenger screwdrivers are longer than those from Elsener, and there is also a significant 
lengthening of the right arm of the can opener on Wenger compared to Elsener. All Wenger awls also have this rounded 
awl base, while Elsener's awl is completely angular. 
 
It gets exciting when you compare certain dimensions of the original models to the replica and the construction plans: 
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What was described above and already suspected can now be seen clearly here. The original Wenger model deviates the 
most from the construction plans. The replica is virtually identical to the blueprints, and Elsener's original model lies 
somewhere in between. Various sources give the figure of 144 grams as the weight for the original Model 1890. The replica 
doesn't come close to reaching this number. The closest thing to this is Wenger's original model. This is not surprising, as 
Wenger used more solid material for almost all metal components than was the case with the replica and was also 
intended in the plans. The fact that the replica is much closer to the construction plans than the original models is 
surprising. I expected this to be the other way around. 
 
These small details can help you make the determination, especially if you want to find out if there was a blade 
replacement and if a different, non-original blade or tool was used. 
Unfortunately, there are not that many auctions of 1890 Type II models that are suitable for deepening knowledge and 
using concrete examples to show whether they are presumably original or not. Here are a few links to current or past 
auctions and my assessment: 
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https://www.ricardo.ch/de/a/antikes-militaermesser-1901-coutellerie-suisse-sackmesser-
1238584652/#image_gallery_fullscreen 
 
In this example, you immediately notice the head rivet, which indicates that a change was made here. In this example I 
assume that the tools and back springs were once nickel-plated or chrome-plated. To do this, it was necessary to 
completely disassemble the pocket knife and then reassemble it. New scales were probably also installed. The control 
stamp is also missing or not visible. From my point of view, everything else looks original, the Wenger typical rounded, 
graceful awl, the solid screwdriver, etc. In my opinion, a very fair price that was quoted here. Is it original? In my opinion 
not (anymore), but certainly still 90%. 

 

https://www.ricardo.ch/de/a/sackmesser-coutellerie-suisse-um-1900-1135729832/ 
 
In my opinion, this copy is 100% original. Nothing indicates any modification or repair. It is normal for this age that the 
control stamp is no longer visible. Also that the fiber scales have these colors. Of course it would look nicer with new 
bowls. But I would leave it exactly as it is. 
 
Note on both copies shown above. Please NEVER open the tools the way they were done here for the photos! There is a 
high chance that a back spring will break when all 4 tools are opened at the same time. A broken back spring will roughly 
halve the value. 

 

https://www.ricardo.ch/de/a/selten-messer-1890-schwarz-wenger-1107450496/ 
 
In my opinion this copy is 0% original. Everything is wrong here. This is clearly a model 08 soldier's knife with black scales. 
Recognizing this is easier for experts but difficult for laypeople. It is advertised as a rare, original 1890 model from Wenger. 
The fact that almost CHF 500 was paid for it is nice for the seller, but in my opinion it is absolutely far too much. In my 
opinion the value is approx. CHF 10.- How can you tell that it is not an original? A few notes: Blade shape of the cutting 
blade typical of model 08; There was no Wenger Delémont stamp back then, it was Coutellerie Suisse; Screwdriver has 
the shape of model 08; etc. The black scales are intended to indicate that it is a Model 1890 Type I, which Wenger never 
manufactured anyway. I don't know who bought the knife. But I'm sure that person will be very disappointed when they 
find out what they bought. If the seller can be proven to have intentionally misled people knowing what he was dealing 
with, it's a scam. Proving this is almost impossible. Therefore, as an unsuspecting seller, I would definitely refund the 
amount if the buyer came forward and requested a return. How can you prevent such sales? This is almost impossible, 
unfortunately. This copy would have to be taken out of circulation, either dismantled into individual parts, or disposed of. 
Everything else is just harmful because it is exactly these specimens that keep turning up somewhere. The buyer - when 
he realizes what he has here - will try to get his money back. If he doesn't succeed, what does he do? He wants to try to 
minimize the damage. Accordingly, there is a great risk that he will offer it for sale again and probably in the same or 
similar way as the seller did before. Because if it had been clearly described here what it was, hardly anyone would bid. 

 
Basically, I consider collecting soldier knives to be a very exciting collecting area. However, it requires certain knowledge 
so that there are no major disappointments. If in doubt, it is better to ask the experts again. There are some here who 
share their knowledge for free and would certainly be happy to make an assessment, ideally before a possible purchase 
of course. 

 

https://www.ricardo.ch/de/a/antikes-militaermesser-1901-coutellerie-suisse-sackmesser-1238584652/#image_gallery_fullscreen
https://www.ricardo.ch/de/a/antikes-militaermesser-1901-coutellerie-suisse-sackmesser-1238584652/#image_gallery_fullscreen
https://www.ricardo.ch/de/a/sackmesser-coutellerie-suisse-um-1900-1135729832/
https://www.ricardo.ch/de/a/selten-messer-1890-schwarz-wenger-1107450496/
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Above are the stamps of the Model 1890 Type II soldier's knife from Coutellerie Suisse. Below is the back of a Model 1890 Type II from Coutellerie Suisse. 
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Literature Swiss Army Knife 
 
When you start collecting Swiss Army knives as a collector, “mishaps” often happen at the beginning. You buy something 
for a lot of money in the belief that you are buying something special, only to later realize that what you bought is not 
original or not worth what you paid. There are many reasons for this. These include: 
 

- Profit-making and profit-making behavior of some retailers and private providers. Sometimes an attempt is made 
to specifically make a product scarce by buying up large batches of limited-edition pocket knives in order to then 
sell them a short time later at inflated prices. Sometimes known facts are deliberately concealed in order to 
achieve a high price, especially with vintage pocket knives. 

- Online retailers in particular often try to order certain special models or special configurations directly from the 
manufacturers in order to then offer them online at high prices. 

- The distinction between “original” and “custom made” products is becoming increasingly difficult. 
- There are countless counterfeits and cheap copies on the market of supposedly very expensive and exceptional 

models. 
- In order to distinguish an original from a copy, a fake or an imitation, you need years of experience in handling 

Swiss Army knives. 
 
And from my point of view, an important point is that there is a lack of good, available literature to get an overview and 
acquire knowledge. If you compare Swiss pocket knives with Swiss watches - both world-famous products that Switzerland 
is a leader in manufacturing - there are big differences. Large, renowned watch brands such as Omega, Rolex, Patek 
Philippe and many others have half libraries of documents about the companies. Sometimes there are entire books on 
just one model. Watches are comparable in development to pocket knives. There are always improvements and changes, 
although the basic model always remains the same. The difference with watches is that every little change is often 
documented in great detail. The serial number makes it incredibly easy to find out exactly what kind of watch you have, 
from what date and with what specifications. Almost all major watch brands allow you to send in a watch for an extract 
from the archive. In some cases this is free, such as with the “Longines” brand, while with other brands it costs half a 
fortune, such as “Rolex”. Another difference is that watch brands are very interested in literature about their products 
coming onto the market. They sometimes hire an entire team themselves to write literature and feed the collectors with 
information. This is different for the large Swiss knifemakers, Victorinox and formerly Wenger. In both cases there was 
only a unique situation in which a work was published and published by the manufacturers themselves. These two works 
are briefly presented and evaluated below, alongside other literature on Swiss Army knives. Almost all literature is out of 
print and is only available second-hand, if available at all. 
 
There are certainly many reasons why there is no more or “better” literature. If you look at other large international knife 
manufacturers, it is usually no different than the Swiss manufacturers. I think it has, among other things, to do with the 
fact that knives are often still everyday items that can be purchased for relatively little money. This has been different for 
watches for a long time, and the collector community has existed in some cases for a very long time. 
If you look at Victorinox, the hype surrounding Alox pocket knives has only been around for about 10-15 years. Alox models 
were originally developed for the rural population as robust and inexpensive knives with tools for everyday use. Aluminum 
was used as the scale material because it is easy to clean and yet robust and stable. Victorinox has now recognized that 
there are many collectors, and for a good 10 years Victorinox has been managing the collector market very specifically 
and very consciously. At the same time, Victorinox started building an archive and creating its own collection, something 
that didn't exist before. Every knife and every product was tried to be sold profitably and passed on. That's why people 
here are still at the very beginning of coming to terms with their own history and identity and are specifically interested 
in products from the past. 
When it comes to official articles and literary contributions from Victorinox, the impression is that they don't want to 
publish anything that isn't absolutely watertight. I can understand this and the reasons for it. At the same time, scientific 
research is always an attempt to form hypotheses only to later reject them because new information has been added. 
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What I find more difficult is that things are only published very sporadically, and then nothing comes out for a long time, 
and everyone refers to this “reference” that was once produced, even though the level of knowledge is now different and 
a lot of the content from back then is outdated. The book “The Knife and its History” serves as an example. 
The literature presented below is compared to how it serves serious collectors to gain new information. In my opinion, 
anything that helps you check an existing knife for originality and allows you to classify it over time, as well as information 
about the model, its history and possible variants, is helpful for collectors. Serve for: 
 

- Overview of the manufacturer brands used 
- Overview of developments over time, which models/tools were produced and when 
- Overview of the different models and variants throughout the company's history 

 
I personally know whether literature is still good from my point of view two years later than when I bought it by asking 
myself how often I have looked at a specific work during this time in order to obtain specific information. 
 

The knife and its history. Victorinox. 1984 
 
This work was published in 1984 to mark the 100th anniversary of the Victorinox company and was written in German, 
English and French. The book has 192 pages and is divided into 3 parts. 
 

- 1st part: knife production from the beginning to 1900 (pages 1 – 120) 
- Part 2: 100 years of Victorinox (pages 121 – 161) 
- Part 3: Victorinox today (1984) (pages 162 – 192) 

 
In my opinion, the first part is interesting, but very general. This is about the 
history of knife making. This is of little importance to collectors of Swiss Army 
knives. In my opinion, the second part is the most interesting of the whole book. 
The most interesting are 2 illustrations, one “The development of the factory 
marks” and the other an illustration on the development of the Swiss soldier's 
knife and the officer's knife. These images helped me a lot when I first started 
collecting. For example, it was there that I first became aware that the “Elinox” 
brand belongs to the Victorinox company. However, I now know that both 
illustrations are incomplete and not comprehensive. Illustrations from old 
catalogs are also interesting. The rest of the second part describes the history of 
the company, who married whom and when, when the extensions were built, 
when what changes occurred, etc. The third part contains photos from around 
1984. 
What is missing here, as in almost all works, is concrete and correctly stated 
literature references as to where each piece of information comes from. 
Conclusion : the work is now almost 40 years old. This should not be forgotten. 
Some content is now outdated and the most important information is available 
online. It is an interesting work, but for collectors it is not necessary to own it in 
order to get their bearings. In my opinion it is not suitable for that. 
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The Swiss Army Knife – Owner's Manual. Michael M Young. 2011 
 
This book in English summarizes the most important facts about the two companies 
Victorinox and Wenger on over 200 pages in a compact format. In my opinion, the 
content is very successful and the book presents many facts and interesting facts 
about Swiss army knives. The author also gives tips about pocket knives, the use of 
the individual tools and instructions for repairs. The book's small format makes it a 
little more difficult to read, especially since there aren't too many illustrations. 
Overall, it is certainly a very good book for knife enthusiasts and lovers, but also for 
knife collectors who are just starting out and would like to get a rough overview. 
Conclusion : good, relatively current work that deals with many areas of the 
Victorinox and Wenger companies. Recommended. 
 
 
 
Le Couteau du Soldier Suisse – Swiss Army Knife. 

Thierry Deladoey. 2012 
 
This issue from 2012 in French attempts to depict the development of the Swiss soldier's 
knife on 55 pages. It is very clear, simple and understandable, but also has a few errors in 
both spelling and facts. This information is also available on the homepage 
https://www.couteaux-du-soldat-suisse.ch . 
Conclusion : you can have it, but you don't have to. Rather not recommended as the level of 
knowledge is not the most up-to-date. 
 
 
 

 

A Collectors Guide to Vintage Wenger Knives. Dave Arnold. 2021 
 
This work about the Wenger pocket knives by Dave Arnold attempts to 
depict and classify the company's various older models on over 350 pages. It 
has a lot of illustrations, which make orientation much easier. Dave Arnold, 
himself a passionate knife collector, managed to collect knife specimens 
from many important and large knife collectors for this work, photograph 
them and publish them in the book. This book is the standard reference for 
vintage Wenger pocket knives and a must for collectors. It helps a lot with 
orientation. It's certainly not flawless. As with all such works, it would be 
desirable if a new, improved version were released every few years. Because 
you always learn something new or gain new insights. 
Conclusion : Required reading for serious collectors of vintage Wenger 
pocket knives. 
 
  

https://www.couteaux-du-soldat-suisse.ch/
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The Swiss soldier knife. Stefan Keller. 2020 
 
Here Stefan Keller tries to give a relatively current overview of the 
Swiss soldier's knives. He uses his very comprehensive collection as a 
basis, but also common literature, for example the work “Le Couteau 
du Soldier Suisse” or the work on the 100th anniversary of soldiers' 
knives, which various collectors put together at the time. This is 
where I see the biggest problem with this comprehensive work, 
namely that the basic literature to which Stefan Keller refers is often 
already incorrect, and the same misinformation is now being 
repeated. Nevertheless, it is a very nice and helpful book, large 
format, with over 300 pages and many photos. The quality of the 
photos is rather poor. In addition, some graphics and compilations 
are preserved in the book (for example by me) without ever asking 
the authors for permission or correctly referring to the authors. I 
think the basic idea is great: there are several editions and editions, 
and each new edition tries to reflect the current state of knowledge. 
The book is/was not exactly cheap, so it is unlikely that collectors will 
purchase more than 1 copy of it. I sometimes got the impression that 
every little hint was used to point out a special model or variant. The 
fact is for me: the minimum order quantities were large (at least 3000 
pieces). If a special configuration (e.g. rare, "new" manufacturer) 
appears, this doesn't mean anything, nor does the existence of two 
or three copies of this configuration. From my point of view, if there 
are 10 known copies of a variant, you can assume that it was actually 

officially ordered and manufactured. 
Conclusion : Interesting and instructive for serious collectors of soldier's knives, but should be enjoyed with the necessary 
caution. 
 

Wenger – La Passion du Couteau. 1993. 
 
1993 - for the company's 100th anniversary, Wenger 
publishes his own book, comparable to Victorinox's book 
for their 100th anniversary. In contrast to Victorinox, this 
book describes almost exclusively your own history and 
identity. It is very readable and exciting. It is very general 
and takes you through 100 years of company history, 
shows certain developments, describes anecdotes, special 
features, etc. For collectors who want specific information 
about individual models and their development history, 
they will probably be disappointed. 
The book was published in French, German and English. 
Conclusion : worth reading and exciting for general knife 
enthusiasts. Not a must-read for serious collectors as 
there is little that is new or helpful. 
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Swiss Army Knives. A Collector's Companion. Derek Jackson. 1999 
 
This book summarizes the important historical background of the Victorinox company in 
particular on around 190 pages. In many areas it is very similar to the book celebrating 
Victorinox's 100th anniversary. It's good quality, very good photos, but very general. Many 
graphics can also be found in other literary works. 
 
Conclusion : good, inexpensive entry-level book. Too general and not concrete and specific 
enough for serious collectors. At the end, as in the book for the 100th anniversary, you are left 
with two graphics in particular: the development of officers' and soldiers' knives, as well as the 
table of factory marks. Both of these are graphics that have now been outdated several times 
and are no longer current. 
 
 
 

 
In addition to physically available literature, there are also various online sources that deal with the topic of Swiss Army 
Knives. The most important one here is certainly the homepage SakWiki.com 
 

SAKWIKI 
 
The homepage www.sakwiki.com is an online collection of Victorinox and Wenger pocket knife models with a lot of 
information. The site was created by a collaboration of many pocket knife enthusiasts who have set themselves the goal 
of developing and maintaining the most comprehensive online encyclopedia on Swiss pocket knives. You can find 
practically all models and variants of Swiss pocket knives from these two companies from around 1980 onwards. The 
search is simple and intuitive. You select the appropriate company, choose the length of the pocket knife when closed, 
and then the number of knife layers in order to get to the individual models. Each model has its own page with various 
cross-references and helpful information. Basically, SakWiki is based on the “names” of the pocket knives, and not on the 
“numbers”. 
Conclusion : In my opinion, SakWiki is a great online platform for getting information. I highly recommend the site for 
more modern pocket knives, from around 1980 onwards. I don't think the site is particularly suitable for older pocket 
knives, as information is often missing or incorrect/incorrect. 
 
There are several other online sites that reference SakWiki. Some of these sites are either very old and not updated, or no 
longer work at all. 
 
Elsinox.com 
 
I currently run the homepage www.elsinox.com , which mainly deals with vintage Swiss pocket knives, not just from the 
manufacturers Victorinox and Wenger. It is based on the previous model numbers and the individual manufacturers. In 
my opinion it is quite comprehensive when it comes to older models. The information about the individual Victorinox 
models is short and concise, with many photos of the individual variants. From my point of view, it would be difficult or 
hardly possible to include the newer models in this list, as today's orientation towards trade names is completely different 
than the orientation towards production numbers back then. 
There is a lot of information about the individual manufacturers from official registers and databases as well as some 
existing old catalogs. 

http://www.sakwiki.com/
http://www.elsinox.com/
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via the homepage www.elsinox.com , as well as the basic work “Encyclopedia of Victorinox pocket knives – from the 
beginning to the 1970s”. Most of the products can be purchased digitally via Amazon as a Kindle version 
https://www.amazon.de/s?k=elsi+nox . The encyclopedia is an attempt to summarize, describe and document all known 
pocket knife models from Victorinox from 1884 to the mid-1970s. The printed version in hardcover contains over 1600 
pages, is only available in German and limited to 100 copies. The printing costs were immensely high, which is why the 
selling price is correspondingly high. There are no plans or considerations to release further, improved or renewed 
versions, even if it would make sense. The information content is currently quite up-to-date and based on current 
knowledge. 
 
There is other literature that deals with Swiss Army knives. This is not listed here because in my opinion it is not suitable 
for collectors. 
 
 

Trade name or model number. 
 
For me, the SakWiki site raises a fundamental question as to what should be used as a guide: trade names or 
production/model numbers. 
Between 1884 and around 1975, Victorinox and Wenger did not have “trade names” for most models, just a number. For 
example, the “Spartan” model from Victorinox was model number No. 205, later No. 234, and today it is No. 1.3600. Then 
there is also the question of what distinguishes one model from another, when is it an independent model and when is it 
just a variant of a basic model. For me the definition is clear. A model is a specific basic configuration of tools that are 
tensioned by springs. Omitting or adding options such as key ring, light, ballpoint pen or toothpick/tweezers as well as 
different scale materials do not create a separate model, but are simply variants of the basic model. For example, in the 
area of 58 mm Victorinox pocket knives, the basic configuration is: 
 

- Cutting blade, scissors, nail file : 1 model 
 
In my opinion, the names “Tomo”, “Bijou”, “Classic SD”, “Companion”, “Diplomat”, “Broker”, “SwissLite” etc. are just 
variants of the basic model, but not independent models. All of these variants are listed as separate models on SakWiki. 
Historically, until the 1970s, it was never the case that these were separate models, but there was always a basic model 
and then various options, with or without toothpicks/tweezers, with or without a bracket/key ring Scales made of cellidor, 
horn, tortoisescale or mother-of-pearl, etc. In addition, many “names” are not or were not official names of Victorinox, 
but were called so by dealers or importers, and some names were used for different models, and certain models also given 
different names. Today, in my opinion, the chaos is perfect, which makes allocation and orientation difficult. Victorinox is 
trying to use names quite consistently this year, although they change often. For example, Victorinox called the first 

http://www.elsinox.com/
https://www.amazon.de/s?k=elsi+nox
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models of the 58 mm series with USB storage devices “SwissMemory”, later they changed to “Victorinox Flash”, and the 
current name is “Victorinox@Work”. But the model is always the same. 
Personally, I still find it easiest and clearest to choose either a number for the basic model - e.g. number 623 for the 58 
mm model with cutting blade, scissors and nail file - or a name for the basic model - e.g. "Classic" for the model described 
above - with then different options/variants. So the Classic is available in red, blue or green, with or without 
toothpicks/tweezers, with light or without light, etc. But it is and remains a “Classic”, or a model no. 623. That this is 
wishful thinking is true clear to me. It will most likely not change the name and number chaos. For me, this situation is 
partly responsible for the fact that collectors find it difficult to orientate themselves and connect emotionally with the 
products. The Puma company from Solingen, for example, shows that numbers work very well. There is and remains a 
knife number 959, this number. Designations - names - were often added there, but in contrast to Victorinox, the same 
names and numbers were used very consistently for the same knives. When it comes to watch manufacturers, it is 
completely clear. An Omega Speedmaster remains an Omega Speedmaster, even if the watch has continuously developed 
since the first production. 
In my opinion, SakWiki also suffers from this. It's difficult to keep track. Many “names” were also used that were never 
official Victorinox names. I find all the names for the Alox 93 mm knives to be completely absurd. These knives were 
originally made for the rural population and sometimes had a sack awl as a tool to sew potato sacks together when they 
got holes in them. A useful tool that Victorinox has been installing on its pocket knives for over 100 years. Between 2009 
and 2013 it was possible to order small series of pocket knives from Victorinox according to customer requirements. This 
also includes special configurations that were never officially released on the market by Victorinox. Various models of the 
93 mm series were ordered with this awl, and the scales were given different imaginary names, which were intended to 
create a reference to seafaring. These were names such as “First Mate”, “Sailor” or “Seaman”. These names have now 
become widespread among collectors, and today many people use these names. From my personal point of view, I find 
this very special. The sack awl suddenly became a marl spike, thus creating a non-existent connection to seafaring. Anyone 
who has tried it will immediately notice that this awl is absolutely not suitable for splicing rope or untying knots in rope. 
And you should also ask yourself why this tool has an eyelet. Today many people no longer know where these names 
come from and think they are official names from Victorinox. For me personally, such incorrectly used names and 
designations do not respect the history of the company or ignore it. 
 

Official Products, Special Orders, Custom Made Products 
 
It would actually make sense to make a clear distinction between “official products” from Victorinox on the one hand, 
which were manufactured in these configurations and offered via the official sales channels (homepage, Victorinox shops), 
and so-called “special orders”. “Special runs” at Victorinox by companies or private individuals that were never offered 
through the official sales channels, and finally “Custom Made” products, those that use Victorinox components but are 
modified or changed in some way by another company or person became. All of the promotional knives fall out of the 
“official products” category. 
This would require a homepage or a reference work for the “Official Products” and one for the “Special Runs”. The Alox 
models already have something like this with the homepage https://swissknives.info . However, most promotional knives 
are not listed there. 
Basically, it can be said with certainty that the entire special runs have also led to more people becoming interested in 
pocket knives and a large collector community has been able to form, especially for the Alox models. This ultimately helps 
everyone, the Victorinox company, but also all customers of the “Official Products”. I think that these Alox Special Runs 
have also led to the series of 93 mm Alox pocket knives still being available at Victorinox, and Victorinox now producing 
different colored Alox pocket knives themselves and selling them through their official channels. But Victorinox also seems 
to have recognized that it makes little sense for them to leave the profitable business with special editions and special 
runs to a few players. Because it's no secret that many of the special runs were ordered from Victorinox relatively cheaply 
in order to resell them at a sometimes horrendous margin. 
You still have to be careful here. A certain normal margin is good, but it shouldn't be exaggerated, especially if you haven't 
done anything to develop a product yourself. For example, on Martin Desax's website, https://knives-n-tools.ch/ , the 

https://swissknives.info/
https://knives-n-tools.ch/
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standard models from Victorinox with scales from Edisona SA are offered for CHF 99. The official retail price for these 
models is or was CHF 49.- http://www.edisona.ch/all/style1.php?id=71&h=790&l=1620 So they charge more than twice 
as much as all other official sales outlets this pocket knife. Basically, you would expect that things can be offered online 
not only at the same price, but also cheaper than in stores, as many fixed costs for store rent and staff are eliminated. But 
this is not the case. 
Every year there is also the situation countless times that when official special editions from Victorinox come onto the 
market, they are sometimes offered online at significantly higher prices before the public release, and sometimes in large 
quantities, even though Victorinox has instructed them to do so. Only a maximum of 1 piece can be sold per customer. 
 

 
 

Compilation of the official Alox pocket knives from Victorinox in sizes 84 mm and 93 mm  

http://www.edisona.ch/all/style1.php?id=71&h=790&l=1620
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Survey results from Elsi-Post No. 2 
 

 
 

Neue Abstimmung / New Vote 
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Victorinox No. 620 
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Kit of a Model 620 from the beginning of the production years 

Story 
 
The model with the number 620, later known under the name “Princess”, was the first 58 mm model that 
Victorinox produced. It was developed and put into production in the late 1930s. From the outset, all functional 
parts were made of rust-resistant steel. 
This model remained the only one in the 58 mm size for almost 20 years until the model with scissors, model 
no. 623, was added. 
 
The first knives of this type had curved springs that tapered off at the rivet point, which matched the shape of 
the plates and formed a seal with them. These springs disappeared in the 1940s and were replaced by new ones. 
The old springs had a black coating to protect against corrosion. 
 
For a long time, the rivets were made of nickel silver. Brass was rarely used as a rivet material. The plates were 
made of nickel silver. 
 
Due to its simple structure and small size, this model was ideal as a promotional knife and was widely used in 
this area. The bowls were mainly made of Cellidor in the colors black, red and white, although the models in 
white and black disappeared again in the 1950s. There were also models with metal scales, aluminum scales or 
celluloid. 
In the Cellidor models, the company logo on the promotional knives was made of nickel silver and inserted into 
the bowls. The lettering was engraved on the metal bowls, which were initially made exclusively smooth and 
without guilloche. There were also rare cases of engravings on models with Cellidor scales, whereby the 
depressions created by the engraving were colored or filled with a colored mass. 
 
The model consists of two scale parts and normally two circuit boards. Each rivet fixes a functional part or a 
spring. Model No. 620 consisted of a minimum of 10 production parts: 4 rivets, 2 scales, 2 springs and 2 
functional parts (knife, nail file). This meant that costs could be kept to a minimum. 
 
The rivets were visible on the Cellidor bowls until around 1957. The two scale parts were then pressed onto the 
boards over the rivets and thus connected/fastened. 
 
Earlier variants did not have a key ring. When the key ring arrived, it was attached to the base of the pocket 
knife, but a short time later it was attached to the head rivet. 
 
The knife is still in production, albeit in small quantities and only in the version with red Cellidor scales. The 
name of this model - 1-layer 58 mm pocket knife with 2 tools, cutting blade and nail file - changed again and 
again. This model is currently offered under the name “Escort”, previously it was known as the “Vintage” model. 
The version with aluminum scales was called “Pocket Pal”. 
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Variants and names 
 

- No. 620 : earliest variant. No toothpick/tweezers, key ring optional 
- Princess : Keyring, Cellidor bowls, no toothpicks/tweezers 
- Pocket Pal : aluminum trays; Key ring optional 
- Vintage : Cellidor bowls; toothpicks and tweezers; Keyring 
- Escort : Cellidor bowls; toothpicks and tweezers; Keyring 
- Scribe/Vintage II : Cellidor bowls; ballpoint pen refill and tweezers; Keyring 

 
 

 
 

Various early variants of model no. 620 with black Cellidor scales and visible rivets 
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Versions/Details 

 

 
left: with circuit boards; right: without 

circuit boards 

circuit boards 
 
Not noticeable from the outside at first 
glance, these two pocket knives differ in 
that sinkers were used in one case and 
not in the other. Both knives come from 
the same production period. 
Possibly the aim was to save material 
and thereby produce the pocket knives 
even more cost-effectively and to be 
able to offer them to companies more 
cheaply as promotional knives. 

 
left: with circuit boards; right: without circuit 

boards 
   

feathers 
 
The 1st generation springs had a black 
coating on the side surfaces. This 
disappeared completely with the new 
feathers. 

 
The springs of the later version differ 
greatly in shape from the springs of the 
first generation. However, the 
functionality is identical. Visually, the 
difference can be seen in particular in 
the fact that the base of the new spring 
no longer forms a connection with the 
plates and the handle scale, as was the 
case with the early springs. This saves 
material. 
 

Mother of pearl scales 
 
In model No. 620 P, in which scales 
made of real mother-of-pearl were 
used, the plates made of nickel silver are 
significantly thicker than models with 
other scale material. The scales made of 
mother-of-pearl, on the other hand, 
were significantly thinner compared to 
Cellidor scales, for example. It can be 
assumed that this was about saving on 
the very expensive raw material mother 
of pearl. 

 

 
Termination spring/plates for the 1st generation 

 
left: model 620 P; right: Model 620 Cr 

 

 
View of the 1st generation springs 
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Functionality and structure of model no. 620 
 
 

First generation First generation First generation 

 
  

Closed state 
The two springs have little tension. The tool 
tips do not touch the springs because they 
touch the spring at the impact point on the 
blade base. 

Maximum spring tension 
The spring tension is greatest when 
tools are opened at 90° degrees. 
The springs bend back. The 
rounding on the tool base enables 
a smooth opening movement. 
The two springs touch each other in 
the middle. However, they work 
independently of each other, 
meaning that the opening of one 
tool has little or no influence on the 
other tool and the other spring. 

Open state 
Both tools are fully open. The impact 
surface rests on the end of the spring. 
The springs are under low tension. If 
the tension is too low, there is a risk 
that they will close unintentionally 
when using the tools. If the tension is 
too high, the tools can only be closed 
with great effort. 

 
  

Model around 1980 Model around 1980 Model around 1980 

   

 
ricasso model 1st generation 

Tool strength 
 
Both the knife blade and the nail file 
have a material thickness of 1.25 mm. 
The springs have the same material 
thickness. 
 

ricasso 
 

The ricasso of the blade increased over 
the course of development. In addition, 
there was no longer a typical rash peak. 

 
ricasso model around 1980 
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Versions nail file 
Version I Version II Version III 

      
Impact tip available. 
Parallel course, small 
nail groove. Defined 

tip. 

90° degree grooves Continuous widening; 
no impact tip. Defined 
tip. Small nail groove. 

90° degree grooves Parallel course. Large 
nail groove. Defined 

tip 

90° degree grooves 
and diagonal grooves 

Version IV Version V Version VI 

      
Continuous widening. 
No division. Entire tip 
rounded. Large nail 

groove 

90° degree grooves 
and diagonal grooves 

Parallel course. No 
division. Entire tip 

rounded. Large nail 
groove. 

90° degree grooves 
and diagonal grooves 

Parallel course. No 
division. Tip not 

rounded. Very large 
nail groove. 

90° degree grooves 
and diagonal grooves 
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Version VII Version VIII Version IX 

   
 

This special configuration was probably made at 
the customer's request. This is an early version 

around 1970. No filing surface. Tip flattened. This 
created a screwdriver. 

    

Modern design 
Structured 

rasping surface 

Modern design 
Tip flattened 

Modern design 
Tip as a 

screwdriver; 
structured 

rasping surface 

Modern design 
Tip as a 

screwdriver. 

 
The nail files shown are arranged chronologically according to the period of manufacture. Version I was used at 
the very beginning of production. Versions VII and VIII are the current nail files that have been used for some time. 
The structure of the filing surface appears very pronounced and rudimentary in version I. Version II looks finer, 
although the slanted grooves have been omitted. This meant that the filing function was only possible if you moved 
the nail of the file up and down at a 90° angle. 
In version III, oblique grooves were used for the first time, which enabled finer processing of the nail. These first 3 
versions all have a tip on the front that separates it from the rest. This is used to clean the fingernails. 
Version IV is very similar in form to version II. 
It can be assumed that the same punching tools were used during production and the processing (grooving and 
rounding of the tip) was carried out in a second operation. The tip on the front of version IV is separated from the 
rest of the tool. 
Version V only differed from version IV in its shape. In comparison, it had a parallel course and no continuous 
widening. All later models of nail files used this basic shape. 
In the first decades, nail file models changed rapidly. Version V was used until around the end of the 1950s. Version 
VI was then produced for a long time. This no longer had the rounded tip on the front. 
Version IX is actually not a nail file at all. This tool, which was created around 1970, is a screwdriver, similar to 
version VIII, but completely without a filing surface. In principle it would be its own model with the tools cutting 
blade and screwdriver. Since this was probably a customer order and not an official Victorinox product, and the 
screwdriver was a modified nail file, it is counted as model no. 620. A screwdriver was used here for the first time, 
much earlier than it was later officially used in the Vintage variant, for example. 
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Cutting blade 1st model Cutting blade 2nd model Cutting blade 3rd model 

      
Short ricasso, strong notch, impact tip Medium length ricasso, no notch Long ricasso, strong notch 

 
 

Early embossing/engravings on the ricasso of 58 mm pocket knives 
 
 

 
 

Compared to other sizes of Victorinox pocket knives, the 58 mm series has relatively consistent embossing 
stamps. The main stamp at the beginning of production was the es6 with i2 on the back. There were also various 
variations of it, just i2 or just es6 . Just like these two embossing dies, the s embossing was used exclusively for 
the 58 mm series. The stamp s occurs particularly on promotional knives, mainly on pocket knives with metal 
scales, which were produced for the Bally company. This Swiss shoe manufacturer was a large international 
company. It is possible that the embossed stamp “Swiss” was used in order to distribute such promotional knives 
internationally to good customers. 
These first embossing dies of the 58 mm series were replaced by the vss2 embossing die . This was an embossing 
die that was used for almost the entire range of Victorinox pocket knives. This was followed by the embossing 
stamp vssr1 with vc6 on the back. Later the embossing on the back disappeared completely. The vc11 embossing 
was only used very rarely. 
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Variants of cross/shield on the bowl 
 

 
various cross and shield on 58 mm models 

 

Victorinox patented the logo of a Swiss cross surrounded by a shield at the beginning of the 20th century. Although the 
basic design was always similar, there were some variations. Originally used on officer's knives, the cross/shield was made 
of brass and embedded in the fiber scales. For the 58 mm pocket knives, the first Cross/Shield inlays were made of nickel 
silver, which were embedded exclusively in the red Cellidor scales. Due to the way it was manufactured, the cross/shield 
consisted of a single unit, i.e. there were short connecting webs from the horizontal ends of the cross to the edge of the 
shield. 

 
 

 
 

Different variants with colored aluminum scales 
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Variants of model no. 620 
 
Model No. 620 appears for the first time in the 1942 catalog, back 
then with metal and cellidor scales. Examples of these with metal 
scales are primarily known for the Bally company. 
 
 

In a later catalog of promotional knives 
from Victorinox around 1946, various 
variants with different motifs are shown. 
There are advertising knives for well-
known companies such as Continental, 
Bosch, Siluma, Flawa or Landis and Gyr. 
Since the illustrations in the catalogs are 
black and white, the colors are difficult to 
determine. Most of these advertising 
knives were probably red or black, a few 
were white, and very rarely blue. Only 
examples of the latter are known for 
Aluminum Laufen AG. 
   
 

 
 
In the 1952 catalog, model no. 620 is officially available in Cellidor red and black, and a little 
later for the first time with aluminum scales, Alox with or without a cross. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
In the 1952 catalog, the range for model 
number 620 became very large. The model 
was available with aluminum scales red with a 
cross, gold or blue-green. Model No. 620 was 
available with cellidor scales in imitation tortoisescale or mother-of-pearl 
as well as red with a cross, and then with guilloche steel scales. With the 
exception of the Alox blue-green and Alox Gold variants, all pocket knives 
were available with the key ring option. Tweezers and toothpicks were not 
available for any of the variants. 
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There is also an image with certain variants. 
 
 
 
 
 

1959 1972 

  
 
In 1959 the selection in the catalog remained the same. The 1972 catalog also includes a version with horn scales. 
In the 1960s, “trade names” for these models first appeared, such as Pocket Pal and Princess. These designations, 
sometimes combined with the model number, were largely only present on the US market. The numbering system also 
changed during this time. The number 620 became the number 0.6100 
 

 
 

Different variants of advertising knives with guilloche steel scales  
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Various early variants with red Cellidor scales and visible rivets 
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Various early variants of the model No. 620 Cr  
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1960s 1967 

 

 

The number 0.6101 stands for model number 0.6100 with an additional key ring. Here in a catalog from 1982 there 
are 3 variants of the basic model available, Cellidor red with cross, Alox red with cross, and steel guilloche, all variants 
with the key ring option. In this German-language catalog you can see that no trade names appear here, only the 
model numbers. 

 

1982 

  
 

In 1993, a model appeared in the catalog under the trade name “Vintage” with a screwdriver head on the nail file 
and toothpicks/tweezers. In 2001 the trade name was given as “Vintage II”. 

1993 2001 
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Various early variants of model No. 620 CP and CB 
 

   
 

The 3 basic variants of model no. 620 Alox - 2 early variants of model no. 620 with toothpicks/tweezers (very rare) 
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Different versions of model no. 620 as a promotional knife for the FLAWA company  
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2003 2023 

 

 

In 2003 the Vintage II became the name Escort. The model number is 0.6123. This model can still be ordered on 
the Victorinox homepage in 2023. It is the only variant still available, only in the color red, and only with a key 
ring and toothpick/tweezers. 

 

 
 

Different variants of model no. 620 in Alox as a promotional knife for the Philips company 
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The model no. 620 in mother-of-pearl (above) and horn (below) 

Examples 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

2 examples of model no. 620 with open blades. Above is the special customer-requested model with the screwdriver instead of the nail file, and below is the early 
standard model with red Cellidor scales and visible rivets.  
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Cutler Arnold, Solothurn 
 
 

 
 

If signed, 2 to 3 workers who are well versed in their field can immediately join for a longer period of time. 
Arnold, cutler in Solothurn. 

 

 
 

 
 
A healthy, well-bred boy can immediately begin his apprenticeship under acceptable conditions. Leonhard Arnold, surgical 
instrument maker and cutler in Solothurn, will provide information on postage-paid inquiries. 
 
The first entries about the cutler Arnold from the city of Solothurn date from around 1850. The year the cutler was founded 
is not known. 
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request 
Mr. Leonhard Arnold, cutler and instrument maker in Solothurn, is hereby publicly requested to return the items entrusted 
to him to the undersigned within 14 days if he does not want to subject himself to further inconvenience. 
Köniz, March 31, 1862. E. Krebs, doctor. 
 

 
 
For cutlers. 
One or two skilled cutlers find permanent work with the promise of good wages with Leonhard Arnold, cutler in Solothurn. 
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The undersigned are the only correct source of cabbage and beet cutting machines; 245 pieces manufactured so far. 
Guarantee 1 year for every work. 
L. Arnold and son, cutlery, Solothurn. 
 
 

 
 
cabbage cutting machines in Switzerland ? 
 
Cabbage and beet cutting machines have been producing cabbage and beet cutting machines as a specialty for 30 years 
with unsurpassed work and have been shipping them at home and abroad, in recent years as far as America. L. Arnold and 
son, cutlers, Solothurn. 
 

 
 
Who supplies Cabi planes (for canning Cabis ) and who also renovates them? 
 
Supply cabbage and beet cutting machines as a specialty. Gust. Arnold, cutler, Solothurn. 
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Bureau City of Solothurn. 
1890. October 11th. Owner of the company Gust. Arnold cutler in Solothurn is Gustav Arnold from and lives in Solothurn. 
Nature of the business: Manufacture and trade of all cutlery , cabbage and bread cutting machines as well as grinding. 
Business premises: Landhausquai. 
 
Around 1890, Gustav Arnold took over the business from his father Leonhard. The business seemed to have been very 
diverse, on the one hand its own production, on the other hand trading and grinding. The company was obviously known 
for its cabbage and bread cutting machines, as various advertisements have shown before. 
 

 
 
January 30th. The company Gustav Arnold, Messrschmied , in Solothurn (SOGC No. 148 of October 16, 1890, page 746), 
has expired due to the death of the owner. Assets and liabilities are transferred to the new company “ Wwe G. Arnold” in 
Solothurn. 
The owner of the company Wwe G. Arnold in Solothurn is Karolina Arnold née Goller, widow of Gustav Arnold, cutler, from 
and in Solothurn. The company takes over the assets and liabilities of the defunct company “Gustav Arnold, Messrschmied 
”. Manufacture and trade of all cutlery, cabbage and bread cutting machines and grinding; Landhausquai No. 129. 
 
In 1918, Gustav Arnold died and his widow took over the company's assets and liabilities. 
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Bureau City of Solothurn 
Knifesmith. - September 19th. The WWE company . G. Arnold, manufacture and trade of all cutlery, cabbage and bread 
cutting machines and grinding, in Solothurn (SHAB No. 26 of February 1, 1918, page 174), has expired due to the owner's 
renunciation. Assets and liabilities are transferred to the new company “Alphons Lachat, WWE . G. Arnold's successor”, in 
Solothurn. 
 
Owner of the company Alphons Lachat, WWE . G. Arnold's successor, in Solothurn, is Alphons Lachat, Alphon's son, from 
La Scheulte (Bernese-Jura), merchant, in Solothurn. The company takes over the assets and liabilities of the defunct 
company “ Wwe” . G. Arnold”, in Solothurn. Manufacture and trade of all cutlery, cabbage and bread cutting machines 
and grinding. Landhausquai No. 129. 
 
A year later, in 1919, an Alphons Lachat took over the business from Gustav Arnold's widow. It can be assumed that the 
widow looked for a buyer for the business after her husband's death and found him in Alphons Lachat. 

 
 
For sale : A car. 2 seats, brand “Opel”, classy Steiger, with Aga lighting, and low fuel consumption, very worthy of the 
price. For further information please contact A. Lachat-Arnold, Messerschmiede. Telephone 7.35 Solothurn. 
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Bureau City of Solothurn 
cutlery , cabbage and bread cutting machines ; Grinding shop. - June 22. The company Alphons Lachat, WWE . G. 
Arnold's successor , in Solothurn (SOGC No. 229 of September 24, 1919, page 1681), has expired due to the owner's 
renunciation. 

 
Alphons Lachat only ran the business for 7 years. The company went out of business in 1926. I think it was exactly the time 
when small knife makers in Switzerland were having a very difficult time. During this time, the two large companies 
Elsener, Schwyz and Wenger, Delémont, continuously expanded their production. Delémont is only a few kilometers away 
from Solothurn 
 

 
 
«Forest Master Friedrich Arnold, September 14, 1856 to September 4, 1928 
…was born as the son of the well-known knife maker Arnold…» 

 



Elsi Post 
 

~ 50~ 
   

 

 

In 1928 there was an obituary for the son of the cutler Arnold in the newspaper, which made it clear that the cutler Arnold 
was widely known at the time and had a good reputation. 

Examples 
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Anecdotes from the past 
 

 
 
 

Small newspaper 

The “Solothurner Tagblatt” tells us about the following accident that occurred on Saturday, around 9 a.m., on the Aare 

near Solothurn. Four young people: Jakob Steiner from Burgdorf, paver, Albert Buache from Payerne (Vaud), plasterer; 

Albino Condolfo of Comologno (Ticino), plasterer; Modeste Bezzola from Comologno , a plasterer, drove a Weidling from 

Kreuzackerplatz towards the upper Aare bridge . Once here, water came into the Weidling due to clumsy behavior in the 

rather strong current. None of the occupants were no longer able to steer the vehicle; They lost their presence of mind and 

jumped into the water in fear. Jumping out caused the ship to tip over; Steiner was able to swim to the shore, Buache and 

Condolfo held on to the upturned vehicle until Mr. cutler Arnold followed them with a Weidling and in this way saved the 

two of them, while Modeste Bezzola found her death in the floods. 
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Roughly the route that Weidling took (marked in red) shown in red above, based on a current map. The named bridges 
are also marked and are roughly the location where the cutler Arnold had his shop. A Weidling is a flat boat without 
propulsion that is moved forward with a standing oar. This traditional type of boat still exists. 
 

 
 

Solothurn. A brave ferryman is Mr. Arnold, the cutter on the Landhausquai in Solothurn. His home and workshop are 

just a few steps from the banks of the Aare , between the two bridges. There he also has his vehicle ready, with which he has 

to date rescued no fewer than 57 people from the floods of the Aare. The “Solothurner Zeitung” noted this number when 

registering the last rescue that Mr. Arnold successfully carried out last Thursday afternoon on a little boy who had fallen 

into the Aare. 

 
 
 

- the end - 
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