
Elsi      Post 
 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------english edition ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Edition: February 2024 since 2023 www.elsinox.com 

 
 
 

Results of the vote 

  

Victorinox Collections, S. 2 

 
 

NEWS, S. 23 
 

 
 

Wenger First Aluminium, S. 23 
 

 
 

Cutlery Kienast, Winterthur and 
Zürich S. 31 

 

SALE 
 

S. 51 



Elsi-Post 
 

~ 2~ 
   

 

Victorinox collections 
 
 
 

Around the 1990s, Victorinox released various collections of pocket knives in sizes 58 mm and 74 mm. These were among 
the first “special” collector collections from Victorinox. These collections were named Collections 1 – 4 according to their 
start of production. 
1 collection each consisted of 5 different pocket knives. These pocket knives could normally be purchased in Victorinox 
stores. Here it was the case that a whole set of 5 pocket knives did not have to be purchased, but the pocket knives could 
be purchased individually. The regular retail price was around CHF 20 per pocket knife. In addition to the specific 
production number, each pocket knife also received its own name. This resulted in a total of 6 collections with a total of 
30 different pocket knives. 
This was something very special back then. There weren't as many different scale colors and motifs as there are today. 
From today's perspective, or from my perspective, the choice of motif seems a bit nostalgic and does not correspond to 
today's zeitgeist. 
1 collection of 5 pocket knives was delivered complete in a box. This had a plastic insert in which the 5 pocket knives fit. 
The whole thing was secured by a transparent, sturdy protective plastic cover. 
The individual pocket knives were not numbered and were not particularly limited. You have to know the collection in 
order to be able to assign an individual pocket knife, as nothing is noted on the pocket knives. 
 
The increase in value of the collections is currently relatively low, considering that they have not been produced for around 
30 years. This shows that it is not necessarily worth collecting and hoarding limited or special pocket knives from Victorinox 
in the hope of a significant price increase in the near future. This is due to various circumstances. The demand for the 
series of 74 mm pocket knives is or has always been relatively low. This format is no longer produced. 
 

 
 

Collection No. 1 
 
According to official information from Victorinox, the Collection No. 1 produced and sold between 1989 and 1997. The 
pocket knives were 74 mm in size. It was the Ambassador model. There is no information about the exact production 
figures. In addition to the Collection No. 2, in my opinion it was the best-selling collection in this series. It appears on the 
market relatively often. Because the pocket knives could also be purchased individually, there are many incomplete series 
of them. 
All pocket knives had the same configuration of tools and all came with toothpicks/tweezers and a key ring. The 
“Camouflage” model was the only pocket knife to have a special surface print on both sides. The other pocket knives were 
white on the back with the well-known Cross and Shield from Victorinox in silver. 
Value : a complete set with box and protective cover currently achieves prices around CHF 200, which means around CHF 
40 per piece. The Ambassador model is no longer manufactured by Victorinox, although it is still offered in various online 
shops. The last selling price was around CHF 30. This means that the complete set has hardly experienced any increase in 
value in the 30 years since it was first produced. 
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Collection No. 1 No. 0.6563.19 (right with protective cover, left without protective cover) 
 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

Model Mosaic No. 0.6563.11 
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Model Fantasy No. 0.6563.12 
 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

Model Camouflage No. 0.6563.13 
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Model letter no. 0.6563.14 
 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

Model Flamingo No. 0.6563.15 
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Collection No. 2 
 
According to official information from Victorinox, the Collection No. 2 was manufactured and sold between 1989 and 
1995, 2 years less long than Collection No. 1. It can be assumed that the plan from the start was to produce and sell 2 
collections. The next collection came out only 2 years later from 1991. 
The similarities between the Collection No. 1 and Collection No. 2 are very large. With the Collection No. 2 are also pocket 
knives in the size 74 mm and from the Ambassador model, also always with toothpicks/tweezers and a key ring. Compared 
to Collection No. 1 this time there was no color print, but the motifs were in black and white. 
There is no official information about the number of knives produced for this series either. It is not even certain whether 
the same quantity of each pocket knife was produced, as the knives could be purchased individually. It is quite possible 
that certain popular motifs were produced and sold more often than others. 
In contrast to Collection No. 1, the backs of the pocket knife scales were black (3 x) or white (2 x). 
Value : next to the Collection No. 1, in my opinion, it was the most sought-after and produced series of the collections. It 
still appears on the market relatively often and is currently being traded complete with box and protective cover for 
around CHF 200. 
 

 

 

Collection No. _ 2 No. 0.6563.29 (right with protective cover, left without protective cover) 
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Model Mauer No. 0.6563.21 
 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Model sports shoe No. 0.6563.22 
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Model Piano No. 0.6563.23 
 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

Model Astronautic No. 0.6563.24 
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Model Tiger No. 0.6563.25 
 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 
Collection No. 3 

 
According to official information from Victorinox, the Collection No. 3 produced and sold by Victorinox between 1991 and 
1995. Compared to Collection No. 1, it was only produced for a good half of the time period, which may be one reason 
why this set is relatively rare. 
For the first time, Victorinox has reduced the format of its collection from the size 74 mm to the smaller size 58 mm. The 
tool configuration remained the same as previous collections. However, the model is called “Classic” and no longer 
“Ambassador”. The Classic SD model was used, which has a screwdriver on the nail file tip. The “Classic” model is the most 
popular and best-selling pocket knife from Victorinox. This may have been a reason for changing the format. The 74 mm 
series was always less in demand than the smaller 58 mm models. 
Basically, Victorinox has previously and continues to adapt its series to new needs or new strategies. This can currently be 
observed, for example, with the annual Alox pocket knife series, or with the Winter Magic/Christmas Editions, where 
either the models or the names suddenly change. This certainly has strategic reasons. Partly it's about making a new 
product better known to the public. 
The Collection No. 3 again consisted of 5 individual pocket knives with different motifs. Compared, for example, to the 
designs of the Annual Knife Classic Collections, the motifs are rather special and not particularly appealing to me 
personally. The middle pocket knife – name “Camouflage” – is repeated here from Collection No. 1, where there was 
already a “camouflage” knife, in the larger 74 mm version. With the Collection No. 3 is similar to Collection No. 1 no real 
connection between the individual motifs can be seen, but the selection and combination seems arbitrary. This also 
explains why these pocket knives were usually sold individually and not as a complete set. It is unlikely that 5 such 
completely different designs will appeal to you. Despite the smaller size, the format of the cardboard box has remained 
the same, as has the design of the lettering. 
Value : the current market value of the Collection No. 3 is around CHF 250.-, meaning CHF 50.- per knife. Although the 
retail price of the Classic version was lower at the time compared to the Ambassador, the higher market price is due to 
the fact that this collection is less common. 
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Collection No. 3 No. 0.6263.19 (right with protective cover, left without protective cover) 
 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 

Model Edelweiss No. 0.6263.11 
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Model Delta No. 0.6263.12 
 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

Model Camouflage No. 0.6263.13 
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Model Karo No. 0.6263.14 
 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

Model Heart No. 0.6263.15 
 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Collection No. 4 
 
According to official information from Victorinox, Collection No. 4 was produced and sold between 1991 and 1999, which 
corresponds to a sales period of 9 years. Of the collections 1 – 4, it was the one that was available to buy for the longest 
time. However, you don't notice much of it, because this collection No. 4 is similar to Collection No. 3 relatively rare to 
find. 
There is again no real connection between the motifs. It repeats the same as in Collection No. 3, that the middle knife is 
one (this time from Collection No. 2) that has already been used in a larger format. Then there are 3 animal motifs (horse 
head, dog head and cat with spider), and then a mountain bike rider. The latter knife is the only one labeled “Mountain 
Biking”. 
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I personally find Collection No. 4 is the least successful in terms of choice of motif and design. If these designs were to be 
reissued and placed next to current models of the 58 mm line in the display of a knife shop, they would probably hardly 
or only very rarely be sold. At least this is my hypothesis. 
Same as Collection No. 3 the model chosen was a Classic SD, here too all pocket knives with a key ring and 
toothpicks/tweezers. With the exception of the “Piano” design, all pocket knives have a white back; the “Piano” has a 
black back. 
Unfortunately, there is no information about the figures produced or how these motifs came about. Maybe the theme of 
this collection was No. 4, what people spend their free time with, this certainly includes important aspects with dogs, cats 
and horses, as well as music (piano) and cycling. Perhaps the idea behind it was to encourage people to buy if it depicted 
a motif that they had a personal connection to. The idea is logical, because cat lovers tend to buy a pocket knife with a 
motif that suits them and says something to them. If that was the idea behind it (which is difficult to research today), then 
they probably should have chosen somewhat more abstract designs. I can't imagine someone with a pet poodle buying a 
pocket knife with a German Shepherd on it, or someone who plays the trumpet wanting a piano motif. 
Value : the current market value of the Collection No. 4 is around CHF 250.-, meaning CHF 50.- per knife. I am convinced 
that if it were a different choice of motif with a more current and contemporary design, this value would be significantly 
higher. 
 

 

 

Collection No. _ 4 No. 0.6263.29 (left without protective folder, right with) 
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Model Cat No. 0.6263.21 
 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

Model Mountain Bike No. 0.6263.22 
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Model Piano No. 0.6263.23 
 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

Model dog no. 0.6263.24 
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Model horse no. 0.6263.25 
 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
Fan Collection 

 
In the same style as the Collections No. 1 – No. 4, Victorinox issued further collector's editions. These include the so-called 
“Fan Collection” and the edition simply called “Collection” with motifs from the 5 neighboring countries. Two editions 
called “Fashion” were also very similar. However, I don't count these as collections because, on the one hand, they are 
not called a "collection", and on the other hand, they had a completely different numbering system and did not contain 
any pocket knives with motifs. 
The fan collection, which according to official information from Victorinox was manufactured and sold between March 
1995 and 2002, also includes, like the previous collections, 5 pocket knives with 5 different motifs. Unlike the previous 
edition, the motif and content are clearly named here with the name “Fan Collection”. These were the motifs of 5 popular 
sports, not specifically in Switzerland, but internationally. The design is consistent and it is clear that the same person 
designed all 5 motifs. The representation of the sports is abstract with colored accents. This means that the representation 
can be seen as universal for the entire sport and does not represent a single well-known person or a specific club. In my 
opinion, the design is very successful and the most appealing of the collections described so far. 
The 5 sports shown are football, athletics, tennis, ice hockey and Formula 1. If you now look at whether these are actually 
the most popular sports in the world, then that is not the case. The most popular sports in 2023 (I didn't find any statistics 
for 1995, but the result should be similar) are football in first place, cricket in second place, hockey in third place, tennis 
in fourth place and volleyball in fifth place. In terms of the number of members in Switzerland, these are gymnastics at 
number 1, football at number 2, tennis at number 4, skiing at number 8, athletics at number 12 and ice hockey at number 
14. In the USA, 4th place is ice hockey, 5th place is football and 6th place is athletics. Apart from Formula 1, 4 of the 5 
sports shown appear in the top 10 in some region of the world. I think it was probably a compromise, as Victorinox is 
active in many global markets, but probably mainly focused on the European and North American continents for these 
collections. Today, Victorinox often releases special pocket knives for specific markets, such as a whole range of very 
special products tailored to the market in the greater China area. 
The pocket knives are the Classic model in size 58 mm, but here with the classic nail file without the addition of the 
screwdriver at the tip. Like the previous collections, the pocket knives in the “Fan Collection” all have a key ring and 
toothpicks/tweezers. 
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In contrast to previous collections, the pocket knives in the fan collections were printed with a specific motif on the front 
and back. On the front the respective sport is shown in motion, on the back the corresponding sports equipment or symbol 
of the sport is printed in a slightly smaller size below the cross and shield. 
Value : The performance of this fan collection is not incredibly great. A complete set costs between CHF 200 and CHF 250. 
It is more difficult to purchase individual motifs if you are missing them. Often only the entire collection of 5 pocket knives 
appears here, unlike Collections 1-4. This may have something to do with the fact that the same design was chosen 
throughout and the pocket knives are less different than previous collections. Of the collections presented here, the Fan 
Collection is certainly the one that I most recommend for purchase and collecting, as the motif design seems to me to be 
appropriate and the depiction seems relatively timeless and could therefore still be popular today. 
Victorinox manufactured and sold similar style pocket knives of the same model for the US market between 1985 and 
1999 for the baseball and football teams, which are relatively attractive to collectors today. 
 
 
 

 

 

No. _ 1.8835.1 “Fan Collection” (left with protective cover, right without protective cover) 
 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

Model Football No. 0.6203.810 
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Model Athletics No. 0.6203.811 
 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

Model Tennis No. 0.6203.812 
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Model Ice Hockey No. 0.6203.813 
 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

Model Formula 1 No. 0.6203.814 
 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 
Collection 

 
Around the same time as the “Fan Collection”, Victorinox released the series simply called “Victorinox Collection” between 
1995 and 2002. Like the “Fan Collection”, these are 5 pocket knives of the Classic model in size 58 mm. The topic here was 
to depict Switzerland's 5 neighboring countries. The motif of the respective country flag was depicted on the front of the 
pocket knives in a diagonal gradient and supplemented with a white line at the top and bottom. Below each was the name 
of the country depicted. All pocket knives came with a key ring, tweezers and toothpicks. Five different basic colors were 
chosen, red for Italy, blue for France, anthracite for Germany, white for Austria and black for the Principality of 
Liechtenstein. This base color does not seem to have any special meaning. It was certainly important that there were 5 
different basic colors. 
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The fact is that Victorinox has now produced over 50 different flag pocket knives for individual countries in the same style. 
There were 8 different basic colors and the country flag was also printed. The minimum order quantity for a single country 
was 200 pieces. There are collectors who try to have as many country pocket knives as possible in their collection. With 
the exception of this “Collection”, which was produced specifically for the Swiss market, the pocket knives with the other 
country flags were probably intended primarily for the specific market whose flag is depicted. 
Value: The current market value of the collection is approximately CHF 200.-, meaning CHF 40.- per knife. 
 

 

 

Collection No. 1.8833.1 (left without protective cover, right with protective cover) 
 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

Model Italy No. 0.6203.IT0 
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Model France No. 0.6203.FR2 
 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

Model Germany No. 0.6203.DE6 
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Model Austria No. 0.6203.AT7 
 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

Model Liechtenstein No. 0.6203.FL3 
 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 
In addition to the “Collections” mentioned above, there were 2 other editions in the 
same style (5 x 58 mm pocket knives in an identical box), called “Fashion”. However, 
these are deliberately not shown or shown here, as in my opinion this was not the 
“Collection Series”, but rather a product produced in parallel in the same style. 
 

 
Which of the collections do you particularly like? Vote now at: 

https://elsinox.com/Elsi-Post/index.php/  
  

https://elsinox.com/Elsi-Post/index.php/
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NEWS 
 

Victorinox 
 

On January 15, 2024, Victorinox presented the new Alox series limited to one year, called “ Alox Limited Edition 2024”. 
For weeks before, many collectors and enthusiasts had known what color it was and which models were included in the 
edition. The color presented is “Terra Brown”, a brown base color that can turn greenish depending on the light. As with 
this series, which has been around since 2015, a model from last year (here the “Hunter” model) was replaced with a new 
model (here the new “ Evoke ” model). There are only a few differences between the “Hunter” and “ Evoke ” models, 
which is why the outcry in the collector community was limited. The pricing is identical to 2023. The smallest model “Classic 
SD” costs CHF 39.-, the medium model “ Pioneer X” costs CHF 69.-, and the largest model “ Evoke ” costs CHF 119.- This is 
very It is pleasing that there were no price increases here. Inflation in Switzerland may not be quite as high as in the 
surrounding countries, but in my opinion a price increase would still have been justified. 

 

Alox Limited Edition 2024 – Terra Brown 
 

Pioneer X Alox Limited Edition 2024 – CHF 69.- 
Classic SD Alox Limited Edition 2024 – CHF 39.- 

Evoke Alox Limited Edition 2024 – CHF 119.- 

 
Download 01.2024 https://www.victorinox.com/ch/de/Alox-Limited-Edition%C2%A0/cms/alox-limited-edition 

 
 
Compared to previous years, the collector community's reactions to the new color were almost entirely positive. It seems 
completely arbitrary which color comes out each year and which models. There is no green thread visible, except that 
there are 3 different models each, there is a uniform color and the number of pieces is unlimited, only available for 1 year, 
although the knives are not available on January 1st, as is currently the case. presented and put on sale within a calendar 
year. Personally, I like the color for 2024. However, the longer it goes on, the more difficult it will be to release new colors 
or shades, as the color palette is now very large in terms of all the Alox pocket knives that have ever been released. 

 
 
 

https://www.victorinox.com/ch/de/Alox-Limited-Edition%C2%A0/cms/alox-limited-edition
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SWIZA 
2023 

 
Swiza Signature Collection 

 
The company SWIZA, based in the town of Delémont, has presented a new series, the so-called « Swiza Signature 
Collection». There are 6 different models, each with its own French name. The models cost between CHF 49 and CHF 99 
each. All 6 models have a different tool configuration. The images come from the Swiza homepage (download 01.2024). 
 

 
 

  

 

 
 
Personally, I think the series is very successful, at least as far as its online presence is concerned. The knives are very 
different, even though the size is always the same. Nevertheless, it is a diverse series, each knife with its special features. 
“Le Chasseral”, for example, has integrated the company’s latest development, a special knife for cutting hard and soft 
cheese; The “ L`Épicéa ” has a tick remover, the “Le Graphite ” is completely black including all tools. However, it is also 
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noticeable that none of these models have scissors , which is the most important tool 
for most users besides the cutting blade. You will also notice that this Signature 
Collection is not available in many stores – at least in Switzerland – that offer SWIZA 
knives. Nevertheless, it is nice that SWIZA is going its own way and is not trying to copy 
the industry leader Victorinox. I also find it authentic that SWIZA – unlike Victorinox – 
used French names for their knives and did not use German or even English terms. 
 
How do you like this new series? Vote at: 
 
https://elsinox.com/Elsi-Post/index.php/  
 
 

KLÖTZLI 
2023 

 
The knife manufacturer Klötzli, based in Burgdorf, has a very long tradition in the production of Swiss pocket knives, which, 
for example , goes back further than the history of Victorinox. Over the last few decades, Klötzli has specialized in the 
production of folders, tactical knives and fixed blade knives, still largely manufactured in Burgdorf, Switzerland. Klötzli has 
two branches, one in Burgdorf and one in Bern, the capital of Switzerland. The products can all also be ordered online via 
the homepage www.kloetzli.ch . 
Of the folding knives, only one model is new to the range, the so-called Swiss Border Guard Knife SBG 1, damask. The 
design comes from Dietmar Pohl. Cost: CHF 580.- The handle scales are made of titanium, the blade is made of Damasteel. 
According to the homepage, this knife was developed in 
collaboration and with the license of the Swiss Border Guard 
GWK. The border guard's task includes, among other things, 
controlling the movement of people and goods at the Swiss 
border as well as combating cross-border crime. It was seen 
as a kind of elite unit. Since the transformation of the Federal 
Customs Administration on January 1, 2021, the term 
“Border Guard Corps” is no longer used, as it was no longer 
assigned to the “Customs” organizational unit, but now to the 
“Operations” directorate. 
The Wenger Delémont company used to produce various so-
called pocket knives for the border guard corps. The Wenger 
company no longer exists. For a few years now, the Klötzli 
company has claimed to produce the “official” knife for the 
border guard corps. Personally, I don't expect people to actually be equipped with these knives. Rather, it is a kind of 
license to use these terms. Klötzli produces a total of 6 different versions of this knife. Personally, I cannot judge the quality 
of this knife. It is certainly something special, and very beautiful with the damascus blade. At first glance, the price seems 
high at CHF 580 per piece, but considering that these are manufactured and developed in small series in Switzerland puts 
the price into perspective. 
Klötzli points out on its homepage that there may be longer waiting times because the demand for these knives is very 
high. As far as I know, the model is not limited.  

https://elsinox.com/Elsi-Post/index.php/
http://www.kloetzli.ch/
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Wenger First aluminum knife 
 
The Wenger Delémont company manufactured pocket knives with aluminum scales very early in the beginning of the 20th 
century, much earlier than the Pioneer series was developed and produced at Victorinox in 1957, which was crucial for 
the current Alox hype. 
In the first known Wenger catalog from around 1910 (https://elsinox.com/WENGER,-Delemont/Wenger-Catalogs-
Advertising/ ) a pocket knife model no. 504 A. It can be assumed that the abbreviation “A” refers to aluminum. This would 
ensure and declare that these models were official Wenger pocket knives and not modifications or special orders from 
customers. 
These pocket knives presented here were so-called officer's knives from Wenger with a size of 92 mm when closed. Back 
then there were no model names or marketing names for these knives, just model numbers. These were the numbers No. 
501, No. 503, No. 504 and No. 506. Other models are not known. These were the classic officer's knife models from 
Wenger, comparable to the Victorinox models No. 234 (Spartan) , No. 235 ( Climber ) , No. 237 (camper) and No. 236 
(Huntsman). These models differed in the following features: 
 

- No. _ 501: 6 tools, screwdriver, can opener, small cutting blade, large cutting blade, awl and corkscrew 
- No. _ 503: 7 tools, like No. 501, with additional scissors 
- No. _ 504: 7 tools, like No. 501, with additional saw 
- No. _ 506: 8 tools, like No. 501, with additional scissors and saw 

 
Other than these 4 basic configurations of tools, these pocket knives were identical. All had an embedded Swiss cross and 
shield - Wenger's trademark - and all had a bracket on the base rivet. “ Natural ” aluminum was always used, without 
anodizing but smooth silver. 
Even if these pocket knives do not appear often in catalogs and advertising materials, they must have been manufactured 
over a long period of time. This can be demonstrated based on different generations of tools. The early of these models 
still had the old screwdriver without the bottle opener function and also old, early manufacturer stamps. 
The exact type designation of Wenger's pocket knives differed in various ways from that of Victorinox. At Victorinox, for 
example, the abbreviation “U” was used for the optional “bar”. For Wenger it was the abbreviation “m / B”. It can be 
assumed here that this was an abbreviation of the meaning “with bracket”. It is not clear which abbreviation Wenger used 
for the scale material “aluminum”. 
Aluminum as a material was much more expensive around 1910 than it is today. This may have been a key reason why 
not too many of these models with aluminum scales were produced, as the selling price was correspondingly high. Fiber 
and horn were much more common as scale materials. If you compare aluminum pocket knives from this period with 
pocket knives with scales made of fiber, horn or mother-of-pearl, you will notice that the pocket knives with aluminum 
scales have mastered the time best over 100 years. Of course, the scales are often scratched now. But unlike fiber, horn 
or mother-of-pearl, there are no cracks or brittleness. Aluminum scales don't just chip off either. In my opinion, aluminum 
has proven to be a very useful material for scales, better than the Celluloid and Cellidor used later. 
 
 

  

https://elsinox.com/WENGER,-Delemont/Wenger-Catalogs-Advertising/
https://elsinox.com/WENGER,-Delemont/Wenger-Catalogs-Advertising/
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Model No. 501 Aluminum m/B+ 
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Shown above are 2 variants of these aluminum pocket knives. The “First Shield” pocket knife, the model on the left 
in the photo above and the model below in the photo on the right, was an early pocket knife from the Wenger 
company. The scales were much thinner compared to the later model. The later model is much rarer with this 
“Second Shield” embedded in the scale. 

 
 
 

Model No. 504 Aluminum m/B+ 
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Model No. 503 Aluminum m/B+ 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 

Model No. 506 Aluminum m/B+ 
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Model No. 506 Aluminum m/B+ 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

 

Different blade embossings and versions of the screwdriver shown above. 
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Cutler Kienast, Winterthur and Zurich 
 
The Kienast cutlery was founded in Winterthur in 1862. The first entry found comes from “Der Bund” in 1873: 

 
 

1873 
 

For sale: 
For a cutler, a large wooden flywheel, a grinding 

trough, 1 ½ dozen helix trees and screws and some 
polishing wheels from F. Kienast, cutler, in Winterthur 

 
 

 

 
 
 

1879 
 

Below we provide the names of those who were awarded first 
and second class diplomas at the agricultural exhibition in 

Winterthur. The diplomas III. However, we cannot take classes 
or honorable mentions into account due to lack of space. 
Second class diplomas for machines and equipment were 

received by:...Kienast, Messerschmied, Winterthur 

 

 

 

 
 

1883 
February 23rd. The owner of the company F. Kienast in Winterthur is Friedrich Kienast from and in Winterthur. Nature of 

the business: Trade in cutlery items. Business premises. Water source 427 
 

In 1883 the company “F. Kienast” was officially registered in the 1st edition of the Swiss Official Gazette of Commerce. 
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1893 
Small messages. 

The R. Wthr. Tgblt. Reported: In the house of Mr. cutler 
Kienast on the middle Marktgasse in Winterthur, which is 

currently being demolished and rebuilt, there are a 
considerable number of human skeletons under the old 

cellar, beautifully laid out in order from the south  to the 
north, head west, legs turned eastward, was found, at 
the same time with Roman lamps. Whether they come 

from Roman graves (the Roman road led through here to 
Oberwinterthur) or from the Middle Ages, the historical-

antiquarian society will probably give us more 
information. 

 

 
1896 

October 29th. The F. Kienast company in Winterthur shows the current nature of its business: production of knife forging 
items and shaping tools. 

 

 
 

1901 
July 27th. The F. Kienast company in Winterthur ceased to exist as a result of the transfer of the business. 

The owner of the F. Kienast company in Winterthur is Friedrich Max Kienast, son, from and in Winterthur. Manufacture of 
knife forging items and shaping tools. Marktgasse, to the water source. The company takes over the assets and liabilities 

of the defunct company «F. Kienast». 
 

In 1901 the company «F. Kienast” passed from father to son. 
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In 1902 the first trademark was registered in the commercial register. It was the logo of a squirrel. The squirrel has long 
been considered an animal symbol for Switzerland. The squirrel hallmarked in silver and gold goods refers to the country 
of origin “Switzerland”. 

 

 
In 1904, a pocket knife model was protected by law. It is no longer possible to say what this is about today. 

 

 
 

1912 
Knifesmiths. – March 18th. The company S. Tresch in Zurich I, cutlery and workshop, went out of business as a result of 

the sale of the business. 
Knife goods. – March 18th. The owner of the company F. Kienast, successor to S. Tresch in Zurich I, is Friedrich Max 

Kienast, from Winterthur and Aarau, in Winterthur. Specialty shop in fine knife goods and repair workshop. Sonnenquai 
14, in Raben. 
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In 1912 the company «F. Kienast», a shop in Zurich, taken over by the cutler Simon Tresch. From then on there was a 
branch in Winterthur as well as one in Zurich, although production probably took place exclusively in Winterthur 

 
1912 

Business display. 
With this I am politely informing you that I founded my company in 

1892 
Cutler shop 

Im Raben, Sonnenquai 14 
Connected to a repair shop, sold for sale. I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank you most sincerely for the trust you have shown 
me to such an extent during my business activities and at the same 

time to ask you to transfer your goodwill to my successor, whom I can 
recommend to you as a capable professional in every respect. 

Sincerely 
S. Tresch. 

- 
PP 

With polite reference to the above message, I have the honor to send 
you the following. To inform me that I have acquired what I received 

from my predecessor 
Cutler shop 

Im Raben, Sonnenquai 14 
Connected to repair workshops in the same locations in an unchanged 

manner under the company: 
F. Kienast, successor to S. Tresch, Zurich I 

Will continue. I ask you to kindly transfer the trust and goodwill shown 
to my predecessor to me. 

Due to the solid expertise I have acquired and my good and direct 
connections with the best sources of supply, I will be able to keep the 
business up to date and honor the valued orders. To serve customers 

to their fullest satisfaction at moderate prices. I will make every effort 
to maintain and enhance the good reputation of the business. 

Sincerely 
F. Kienast, cutler, successor to S. Tresch 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

In 1913 the brand was at least partially transferred to the 
company “Beat Enzler”, related to “ forming tools ”. 
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In 1916, a new trademark was registered in the commercial register, “ Ferosol ”, an acid for etching steel and iron. 

 
 

warning 
There have been bad, imitation ones for some time now 

Gillette blades 
Sold as genuine. We would like to draw the attention of our valued 

customers to this and ask them to purchase their knife supplies from 
specialty stores. This item was purchased directly and therefore offers 

you a guarantee for original quality. 
There is only one version of Gillette blades available today, everything 

else is a fake. 
Visible differences between real and imitations are: 

Head on the blade - Couverli : sharp image - bad image 
Blade perforation: flat-round oval - round oval 

Blade grind: nice and straight – corners rounded 
Blade surface: longitudinal grind – plain 

We request that companies that sell such imitations as Gillette blades 
be kindly reported so that we can take legal action against them. 

Purchasing cooperative of Swiss cutlers. 
NB: Correspondence should be addressed to: Max Kienast, Managing 

Director, Winterthur 
 

According to this article, Max Kienast was managing director of the “Swiss Cutlery Purchasing Cooperative”. In this role, 
he warned against imitation Gillette blades in 1917. At this point the company «F. Kienast” is already seen primarily as a 
specialist shop for cutlery, and probably only partly as a manufacturer and producer. 
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1923 
Knife and metal goods, weapons, sporting goods. - October 25. The F. Kienast company, in Winterthur 1, shows the 

nature of the business: sale of knife goods, metal goods, weapons and sporting goods, workshop for knife manufacture; 
Grinding and repairs. Business premises: Marktgasse 64 – 66. 

 
 

 
1933 

Knife goods. November 2. The company F. Kienast, successor to S. Tresch, in Zurich 1, specializing in fine knife goods and 
repair workshop, shows its business premises as: Limmatquai 10 as a result of an official change in the street name and 

house numbers. The company is changed to: F. Kienast. 
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The Zurich branch was closed in 1937/1938. The cutler Karl Eberle, 
previously employed by the company “F. Kienast». 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
1938 

Business opening. After Mr. Karl Eberle, a long-
time cutler and employee of the Kienast company, 

recently purchased the cutlery workshop of this 
company in Zurich, Mr. Eberle also opened a sales 
shop selling cutlery etc. in the rooms formerly used 

by the Kienast company at Limmatquai 
10.established. These rooms were thoroughly 

renovated before occupancy and are now 
modernly furnished. 

 
 
 

  
 

1938 
Knives etc. – March 21st. The company F. Kienast, in Zurich 1, specializing in fine knife goods, etc., has gone out of 

business as a result of the business being closed. 
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1943 
What private research can achieve is proven by the 

collection of coats of arms of the cutlers of numerous 
European cities created by the Winterthur cutler M. 

Kienast. The coat of arms drawings that come from the 
collection of family coats of arms for the districts of 

Winterthur, Andelfingen and Pfäffikon created by the 
Winterthur City Library, a company that already includes 

2000 coats of arms documentation, reach into the 
present. 

 
 

1955 
Telephone to Winterthur 

«Yes, Eugen, it's good that I caught you. You've wanted to buy a dry shaver for a 
long time. You now have a good opportunity to do this. Here in Zurich, in the 

new house “zur Bastei” on Bärengasse, there is a young lady at the Remington 
Rand company, Madame George, who is excellent at showing the new dry 

shaver how to do it most advantageously in 60 seconds to be shaved as smooth 
as silk. With the new “Remington 60 de Luxe” that’s a small matter. This 

Madame George will now demonstrate this new device on November 22nd and 
23rd in Winterthur at Friedrich Kienast, cutler, at Marktgasse 66. You definitely 

have to go there. – No, not because of Madame George, but because of the 
many important ips she will give you. Then let us give you a “Remington 60 de 

Luxe” to try out for a month. This costs 7 francs and does not involve any 
purchase obligation. By the way, a Remington Rand mechanic will also be there 
on the two days mentioned, who will clean, oil and adjust all Remington devices 
that are brought to him free of charge. But that's out of the question for you. - 

How? No, not now. Attend this demonstration first and then call me again.” 
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April 13, 1961. Knives. 
F. Kienast, in Winterthur, selling knives, etc. The company went out of business due to the death of the owner. Assets and 

liabilities have been taken over by the new sole proprietorship “Kienast” in Winterthur. 
April 13, 1961. Knives, cutlery, sporting goods, etc. 

Kienast, in Winterthur. The owner of this company is Friedrich Walter Kienast, from Winterthur, in Winterthur 1. This 
company has assets and liabilities of the previous sole proprietorship “F. Kienast”, in Winterthur. Sales of knives, electric 

razors, cutlery and sporting goods; Repair workshop for knives and sporting goods. Marktgasse 64 – 66. 

 

 
 
 
 

June 30, 1969. Knives. 
Kienast, in Winterthur, selling knife goods, etc. This company 

went out of business as a result of the transfer of the business. 
June 30, 1969. Knives, cutlery, sporting goods. 

Kienast AG, in Winterthur. This company is... a stock corporation. 
Purpose: trade in knives, cutlery and sporting goods; Operating a 

repair workshop, taking over representations and carrying out 
commercial financial transactions. … 
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1978 
In the spring of 1979 there was an opportunity to work in a crisis-

proof industry 
Cutler apprenticeship 

to start. We offer a bright young man the opportunity to be trained 
by trained professionals. 

Rooms with cooking facilities available. Interested parties should 
contact Mr. Kienast Junior. 

Kienast cutler, Marktgasse 66, 8400 Winterthur. Telephone 052/23 
89 29 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

1987 
Messerschmiede continues to exist. 

It is little known that Kienast still runs a large cutlery workshop 
“behind the scenes”. Here, trained cutlers provide sophisticated 

services. Everything from razor-fine scalpels to heavy axes is 
sharpened, sharpened and repaired here. 

Ski bases are also repaired and bindings are installed. And to ensure 
that the next generation is ensured, a cutlery apprentice is also 

learning his trade here - one of six apprentices that still exist in this 
profession in the whole of Switzerland! 
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1992 

Partial sales. 
In application of Article 18 Para. 3 of the Federal Council's sales 

regulations, the business owners mentioned below were 
prohibited from opening another sales outlet with the same goods 
in the canton of Zurich before the end of a blocking period of two 

years after the end of the partial sales, or from re-opening the 
abandoned product categories at the business addresses below to 

record. 
… 4. Kienast AG, Marktgasse 64-66, 8400 Winterthur; Owners: 

married couple Walter Kienast, born August 7, 1946, and Marianne 
Kienast, née Krapf, born May 1947, both from Winterthur and 

Aarau, living at Marktgasse 66, 8400 Winterthur. Business opening 
ban for the retail sale of cutlery and gift items until May 2, 1994.... 

 
 
 

 

 
https://www.winterthur-glossar.ch/mpdf/createPDF/kienast 

, download 01.2024 
 

Kienast cutler 
1862-2006 

A new company sign will be hanging at Marktgasse 66 from 
the end of March 2006: the Kienast family's traditional 

company will become Siro Sport AG. A 144-year-old family 
tradition is coming to an end, announced Walter and 

Marianne Kienast and retired from business life after 31 
years. 

FOUNDATION DATE 
1862 

RESOLUTION 
2006 

ADDRESS 
Kienast cutler 
Marktgasse 66 

8400 Winterthur 
 

With the resignation of the Kienast couple, a long tradition 
comes to an end. Founded 144 years ago 
Great-grandfather Gottlieb Friedrich Kienast was a cutler 
who, after the turn of the century, specialized in assembling 
ski bindings through his son and gradually developed into 

one of the city's leading sports shops. Today, however, the range of knives was limited to pocket knives. The needs of 
customers had also changed significantly in this area. Walter Kienast, the fourth generation to take over the business in 

https://www.winterthur-glossar.ch/mpdf/createPDF/kienast
https://www.winterthur-glossar.ch/mpdf/createPDF/kienast
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1974, was himself a trained cutler. Previously, his father, also Walter Kienast, had run the business for 30 years. It was 
founded in 1862 on Obergasse and just three years later it was moved to Marktgasse. Since a succession in the own family 
was not feasible, the business passed to Sigrid and Roger Stäheli as well as Ernst Gmür in 2006, who continued to run the 
traditional company under the name SIRO SPORT. 
 
The last posts and entries make it clear what transformation the Kienast company has 
undergone over time. This happened to many small and medium-sized businesses in 
the cutlery industry. The business model changed from a company with its own 
production to a shop for knife goods and repairs. In some cases, as here at Kienast, the 
transformation went even further into a sports shop, and in some cases it also became 
a bicycle shop and repair shop. 
The reasons for this were certainly very diverse. Over time, only larger companies were 
able to survive and be successful, such as Victorinox and Wenger. There were good 
connections and roads to every corner of Switzerland, and increasingly global logistics. 
This was different from the 19th century, when transport was carried out using 
carriages and cattle wagons. Back then, smaller businesses in a village or small town 
could certainly exist even better, as people - mostly the rural population - were 
dependent on such businesses. 
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Embossing Stamps KIENAST 
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sale 

 
#1: Beretta Cyber Tool Blue, used, including case 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

300 EURO 
 

 

#2 
58 mm fish NIB 

 
 

FP: CHF 30.- 

 #3 
58mm scorpion NIB 

 
 

FP: CHF 30.- 
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#4: Various bags / cases for Victorinox and Wenger pocket knives, new and unused 
 
 

 
 

from CHF 5.- per piece 
 

 

 

#5 
58mm twin NIB 

 
 

FP: CHF 30.- 

 #6 
58mm Sagittarius NIB 

 
 

FP: CHF 30.- 
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#7 
Inline skater tool kit 

 

 
 

FP: CHF 60.- 

 #8th 
Mountain Bike Tool Kit 

 

 
 

FP: CHF 80.- 
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anecdote 

Neue Zürcher Zeitung, number 142, May 23, 1886 

   
Neue Zürcher Zeitung, number 142, May 23, 1866 
An alcoholic. 
From the courtroom. 
Ludwig Barth von Aadorf ( Kt. Thurgau), lived in Schottikon (Winterthur district), born in 1841, farmer, already punished 
for malicious damage to property, confessed to repeated high-profile theft and attempted murder and was therefore 
judged before the Appeals Chamber of the Higher court after the case had already been adjourned before the Winterthur 
jury court on April 28th this year. 
The present case is of a peculiar nature and offers manifold psychological interest. 
The defendant was a wealthy farmer in his earlier years, but gave in to the enjoyment of schnapps at a young age, as a 
result of which he always recovered his economic circumstances, escaped family breakdown and soon also quarrels with 
his entire neighborhood. In his 21st or 22nd year he suffered from typhoid fever that lasted about fourteen weeks and just 
two years later the normally healthy, strong and powerful man had to be treated for delirium tremens for six weeks. Since 



Elsi-Post 
 

~ 56~ 
   

 

then he has become a notorious drunk, who consumed a ridiculous amount of schnapps, started dealing with everyone, 
neglected his house and family so that no neighbor liked him anymore and he finally found himself forced to give up his 
beautiful farming business. 
On January 22nd of this year, Barth was sentenced by the Winterthur district court to fourteen days in prison and a fifty 
franc fine plus costs for stealing small trees from some neighbors' forest. Barth blamed his tenant Georg Leiser, with whom 
he had gone into the forest on December 15, 2007, to fetch the trees. But the court found no evidence for Leiser and 
acquitted him. Barth, who had appeared at the main hearing himself, immediately explained the appeal and, after the 
court hearing, bought a revolver and ammunition from cutter Kienast. He had the manipulations shown to him in the store. 
He didn't mean that he wanted to shoot anyone, he just wanted to scare the night boys. But he told his wife that he wanted 
to shoot Leiser because he had given false witness against him. His wife tried to take the revolver away from him, but she 
couldn't. The man was very drunk when they got home, but not so much that he didn't know what was going on and what 
he was doing. He was unusually excited and looked for Leiser, but luckily he couldn't find him that evening, but he met him 
the next morning, Saturday January 23rd, when he was making rice waves. He shot at him with the revolver, but it missed, 
even though he aimed. 

 
When the shot was fired, the neighbors, Hofmann's wife and 
daughter, came to the house to see what had happened. 
Barth immediately held his revolver towards them and 
shouted: “Make sure you come into the house or I will shoot 
you!” But the women stood there calmly and shouted to Barth 
that he should just try shooting them. 
Now the Elgg police have been requisitioned. Police soldier 
Gubler came to Barth's apartment in the afternoon. He was 
carrying the revolver, which was still fully loaded except for 
the shot fired at Leiser, in his coat pocket. The police soldier 
Gubler took the revolver from him, but strangely enough did 
not arrest him, but instead sufficed with a report to the 
Winterthur governor's office. 
Gubler had barely left Barth when the latter announced that 
he was going straight into town and buying a new revolver. 
He wants to shoot all the neighbors who have wronged him 
and then take his own life. Barth actually went to the same 
Kienast shop in Winterthur that same evening and asked for 
a revolver that was the same as the first one. Strikingly, he 
received a revolver again, although according to the 
testimony of the saleswoman, Ms. Kienast , Barth expressly 
said that the Landjäger had taken the revolver away from him 
and Ms. Kienast further testified that the man had given her 
the impression of being mentally disturbed. He was also given 
live ammunition. Barth then loaded the revolver himself in the 
shop. Barth came home very drunk at half past one in the 
morning. 
On Sunday, January 24th, Barth returned from a night out at 
half past eleven, already a little drunk. He had lunch with the 
family and then negotiated with a buyer about a cow he had 
advertised for sale. HE asked for 800 francs, which was too 
expensive for the shopping lover and he prepared to leave. 
Then Mrs. Barth, who had been present at the trade, ran after 
him and said that he could have the cow for 700 francs; a Jew 

had already offered 650 francs. Barth became upset about this and showered his wife with accusations and when the buyer 



Elsi-Post 
 

~ 57~ 
   

 

had left, the argument continued in the living room. Barth said he thought he would immediately shoot a woman who 
wanted to act like that. He actually grabbed the revolver that was lying on the table in the corner of the oven and pointed 
it at his wife. She was able to escape into the next chamber. At that moment Barth shot at his wife from the middle of the 
room without hitting her. The bullet pierced the door leading into the next room and then fell to the floor; she was found 
afterwards. The woman was able to escape from the next room into the trough and from there outside. The children had 
already fled along the same path. 
After a while the woman returned quietly into the next room, but the man must have heard her; for he immediately fired 
a shot at the wall, which hit the wall above the bed. The woman fled for the second time and stayed in the stable and 
outdoors with the children. Barth fired a few more shots, one smashed a room window, another penetrated the floor. After 
he had let off steam, Barth locked himself in and did not open the door when he knocked repeatedly. 
 

 
The neighbors had now rushed to the mayor. When the police came, 
Barth was in his bedroom, had the revolver cocked in his hand, and 
came down the stairs after hiding the revolver under the bed. Barth 
was arrested and his revolver and ammunition were confiscated. 
During his interrogation, Barth pleaded drunkenness without 
denying what had happened. He claims to have been drunk since 
Thursday, so to speak, and has recently drunk at least one “schlegel” 

of schnapps every day. He denies having aimed at Leiser and claims to have shot into the ground. He now wanted to scare 
Leiser and the Hofmann, who was also his enemy. He doesn't want to know anything about what happened on Sunday. 
That day he drank a “Schlegel” of schnapps in one go, so to speak, and then no longer knew what he was doing. (Conclusion 
follows.) 
 
 

- The end - 
 


