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Wenger Minathor 
 
History 
 
The Wenger Delémont company produced a special watch knife, the so-called Wenger Minathor, around 1997 until the 
end of its operations in 2005. There was close cooperation with the Bergeon company. Bergeon has existed since 1791 
and is a leader in the production of tools for watchmakers, engravers and goldsmiths. Bergeon tools impress with their 
outstanding quality and are valued worldwide. Collaboration made perfect sense here, as the two companies could 
complement each other perfectly. 
Minathor model is a pocket knife in the standard size 85 mm, as Wenger has produced many different models. The pocket 
knife had some tools that were also found in other pocket knife models, as well as two specific layers in which the Bergeon 
company tools were stored. One layer contained a tool holder, and the other layer contained a fold-out plastic insert that 
could be equipped with Bergeon tools on both sides. These tools fit into the tool holder. In addition to the Wenger 
Minathor model, this tool holder and the insert with the tools were also available for 2 other specialized Wenger pocket 
knives, the Wenger SGT Fix- It and the Wenger SGT Shortix Plus. Even though the Bergeon inserts in the Wenger Minathor 
are professional tools for trained watch mechanics, the target group was more likely watch lovers and watch collectors 
who wanted a special tool. 
 
Tools numbered 1 – 14 could be stored in the fold-out tray. The 
basic designation was No. 1550 with the corresponding numbers, 
which were as follows: 
 
No. 1550-0: Tool holder 
No. 1550-01: Punch 1.20 mm diameter 
No. 1550-02: Punch 0.80 mm diameter 
No. 1550-03: Punch 0.40 mm diameter 
No. 1550-04: Reamer 0.55 mm diameter 
No. 1550-05: Philipps screwdriver 1.50 mm diameter 
No. 1550-06: Philipps screwdriver 2.00 mm diameter 
No. 1550-07: Spring eyelet tool 0.12 mm diameter 
No. 1550-08: Screwdriver flat 1.20 mm diameter 
No. 1550-09: Flat screwdriver 0.80 mm diameter 
No. 1550-10: Round needle file 
No. 1550-11: Screwdriver flat 1.00 mm diameter 
No. 1550-12: Screwdriver flat 1.50 mm diameter 
No. 1550-13: Screwdriver flat 2.00 mm diameter 
No. 1550-14: Philipps screwdriver 1.50 mm diameter 
No. 1550-N: Fine tweezers 
No. 1550-M: Oil dispenser 

 
 
 
 
 
There was a standard configuration of existing tools. These included 
the numbers 0, 01, 02, 04, 07, 08, 09, 10, 14, N and M (see picture 
above right). In principle, the tool holder could be individually equipped and the individual tools could be reordered from 
Bergeon. This was of course an interesting idea, but probably had little application in practice. Enclosed with the Wenger 
Minathor was a short description that explained some of the tools. Here are a few pictures of certain tools being used: 
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Watch scale opener 

 

 
 

 

 

Belt dismantling tool 
 

 
 

 

 

Round needle file 
 

 
 

 

 

Pusher 
 

 
 

 

 

tweezers 
 

 
 

 

 

back of the tweezers 
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Flat screwdriver 
 

 
 

 

 

Set of tool holders, tool holders and tools 
 

 
 

 

Patent Wenger Delémont 
 

On January 17, 1997, the Wenger Delémont company submitted the so-called “pocket tool magazine” for patenting. It 
was released on July 19, 2001. Below you can see the images of the patent application as well as the detailed description 
of the patent. As usual, the description is left very open. However, the pictures clearly show that this was exactly the 
magazine with the Bergeon tools. No other application/execution of the patent is known. 
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Wenger offered the Minathor in two versions, the “Messer Model DAILY” and the “Messer Model CLUB”. The “Daily” 
model is the Wenger model Minathor with scales made of red Cellidor, standard scales. The “Club” model has steel scales 
with leather inserts. Another collaboration arose here, now with the company “Schweizer & Schoepf ”, which produced 
the leather inserts and the matching leather case. The relatively small company “Schweizer & Schoepf ” specializes in the 
production of leather watch straps. The three companies that worked together for the Wenger Minathor of the CLUB 
series were all based in the French-speaking part of Switzerland and were only an hour's drive away from each other. This 
certainly also had something to do with the mentality of this language region of working closely together in order to 
survive, as all three places are far away from the Swiss industrial and commercial centers of Basel, Zurich or Geneva. 
The Club version was presented at the BaselWorld watch and jewelry trade fair in 1997. There were 4 versions with leather 
inlays from the animals crocodile (brown), shark (green), lizard (red) and caribou (blue). Each of these versions came in a 
special presentation box and, in addition to a 1 centime piece, contained a matching case made of the same leather as the 
insert in the knives' scales. 
Later, other club versions were added, such as versions with calfskin insoles in black or brown and with caribou insoles in 
black. These versions came in a different presentation box without an additional leather case. According to the homepage 
www.timedesign.de, these versions were limited to 20 pieces (Karibou black) and 10 pieces (calfskin brown; calfskin black). 
Another limited version, which, however, did not have a leather insert and is therefore not one of the club versions, came 
with smooth steel scales and was limited to 20 pieces. 
 
 

variants 
 
The following versions/variants with the corresponding model numbers are known for the Wenger Minathor. 
 
Daily version 
 
No. 1.550.46 (red Cellidor scales) 
No. 1,550,300 (red Cellidor Evolution scales) 
No. 1,551,46,830 ( EvoWood ) 
 
Another version without a known model number 
 
Green Cellidor scales 
 
Club version 
 
No. 1,551,46,700 (crocodile leather brown) 
No. 1.551.46.701 (shark green) 
No. 1.551.46.702 (red lizard) 
No. 1,551,46,703 (caribou blue) 
 
 
Special models 
 
Wenger Minathor Eka Wood for Blancpain 
Wenger Minathor EvoWood for Blancpain 
Wenger Minathor Stainless Steel for Vacheron Constantin 
Wenger Minathor Cellidor Yellow for Bergeon 
Wenger Minathor Cellidor Black for Eterna Porsche Design 
Wenger Minathor Cellidor Blue for Longines 
 

http://www.timedesign.de/
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No. 1.551.46.704 (caribou black) 
No. 1.551.46.706 (calf black) 
No. 1.551.46.707 (brown calf) 
No. 1,551,46,799 (Stainless Steel) 
 
There were certainly other special models that are not listed here. The prices on the market for 
 
 

Perspective of a master watchmaker 
 

The Wenger Minathor was shown and used by a master watchmaker to test functionality and obtain his personal, 
subjective opinion. 
naturally knew the Bergeon company and its tools. However, the Wenger Minathor was completely unknown to him, 
including the specific tools in this version made for it by Bergeon. Although he has been active in the watch business at all 
levels (watchmaker apprentice, watchmaker, apprentice trainer) for around 20 years and has worked in various very 
renowned watchmaking companies in Switzerland, he has never met Wenger Minathor. However, the quality of the 
product itself, as well as the specific tools, impressed him; there were no noticeable losses in quality compared to the 
“normal” tools used for watchmaking. From his point of view and based on practical experience in use, the Bergeon tools 
can be used to carry out the most common tasks on watches, such as changing a watch strap, opening a watch case, or 
even loosening/tightening screws. However, he considers the tools unsuitable for everyday operation in a watch 
workshop. There are much more practical and ergonomic tools here. In a watchmaker's workshop you don't have to carry 
all your tools with you in your pocket. 
Since some of the variants of the Minathors were made for specific watch brands such as Blancpain or Vacherin Constantin, 
he assumes that these were given to customers as a “free” addition to very high-priced watches. From my point of view, 
this makes sense and it is also clear that there are no Minathors for watch manufacturers in the low or medium price 
segment. Blancpain, for example, offers various watches in the price segment over CHF 100,000 per piece, while at 
Vacheron Constantin the price even goes up to over CHF 400,000 per piece. 
Conclusion: the Wenger Minathor, especially in the Club version, was a product for watch lovers who wanted to have the 
right accessory in addition to a high-priced watch and got it with this knife. If something small on a watch actually needed 
to be repaired or a strap needed to be changed, the Minathor was ideally equipped to do it and probably stage it in front 
of impressed people. But it also turns out that many of the Wenger Minathors that appear on the market are still in the 
original packaging, and if not, the Bergeon tools are still complete and usually still arranged in the magazine as they were 
when delivered. This shows that these tools were rarely if ever actually used. 
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Wenger Minathor examples 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 



Elsi-Post 
 

~ 9~ 
   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 



Elsi-Post 
 

~ 10~ 
   

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  



Elsi-Post 
 

~ 11~ 
   

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



Elsi-Post 
 

~ 12~ 
   

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



Elsi-Post 
 

~ 13~ 
   

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  



Elsi-Post 
 

~ 14~ 
   

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  



Elsi-Post 
 

~ 15~ 
   

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  



Elsi-Post 
 

~ 16~ 
   

 
 

 
 

 

 

            
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
  



Elsi-Post 
 

~ 17~ 
   

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



Elsi-Post 
 

~ 18~ 
   

 

Victorinox razor 
 
What is generally known is that Victorinox and Karl Elsener not only manufactured pocket knives, but also many other 
items. Right from the start, this also included razors. Newspaper articles talk about “the first Swiss razor factory”. 
As early as 1880, a certain Frederic Kampfe in the USA invented a safety razor that made it possible to shave one's beard 
relatively safely at home without having to resort to a "normal" razor. Over the next decades, this product was continually 
developed and improved. The actual razor blade was a piece of hollow ground metal that tapered to a point. This razor 
blade was clamped into a razor head, which in turn was attached to a style. This meant that everything could be stored in 
a space-saving manner and taken with you when traveling, for example. This was the so-called “The Star Safety Razor” 
system. The razor could be sharpened and was therefore durable. 
In 1891, an Ernst Scharff from Frankfurt patented a safety razor. The JA Henckels company from Solingen took over the 
patent and further developed the product. This resulted in the “System Rapide”. It was basically very similar to the “System 
Star”, with a sharpenable and long-lasting razor blade. 
In 1901, a certain King Camp Gillette in the USA invented a so-called safety razor with replaceable razor blades, which no 
longer required sharpening a razor. The razor blades were simply thrown away when they became dull. This is still the 
case today. The safety razor was called “The Gillette Safety Razor” and was a groundbreaking success. 
 

 

“Star” system 
Patent 1880 

 

 

“Rapid” system 
Patent 1891 

 

 

“Gillette” system 
Patent 1903 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
At the beginning of the 20th century there were these 3 popular systems in Switzerland (and this probably also applied to 
the rest of the industrialized countries). Karl Elsener, like other cutlers around the world, sold these systems in addition 
to their own razors because the demand for them was very high. There were also many copies of it. These razors are 
presented in an old brochure by Karl Elsener from around 1910. An original “Gillette” system with 12 blades cost CHF 25 
at the time and the so-called “Gillette imitation” with 3 blades cost CHF 4. The “Star” system cost CHF 14 with 1 blade, a 
replacement blade cost CHF 5, the “Rapide” razor cost CHF 6.50, and the replacement blade cost CHF 2.50. The prices are 
around 10 times higher than today's purchasing power. 
You can see that it was then as it is today: you pay the most for Gillette, and there were and still are a lot of imitation 
products or competing products, some of which are significantly cheaper. 
 
In a catalog by Karl Elsener from 1922, his own product was advertised, called the “Shaving System Star”. As can be seen, 
Karl Elsener oriented himself towards the “Star” and not the “Gillette” product. There was only one version in a box and 
razor blades could be purchased separately. The cost was around CHF 5.- 
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The “System Star” was manufactured by Victorinox until the 1930s. Only the replacement blades are shown in the 1942 
catalog. 
This razor is extremely rare to find today. It must be assumed that Karl Elsener, with his razor based on the Star system, 
had no real chance of asserting himself against Gillette and the original Star. Basically you have to say that this was a kind 
of copy of the Star razor. As usual, it is made in Victorinox quality, very high quality, and silver-plated. Karl Elsener may 
have used the wrong system at the time and would probably have been better served with the “Gillette” system. The 
“System Star” was long-lasting, but expensive to purchase for the first time. The razor blades also needed to be sharpened 
regularly. There was also a special device that made this easier, but it had to be purchased separately. The “Gillette 
system” on the other hand was relatively simple and uncomplicated. The replacement blades were relatively cheap, as 
was the initial purchase. 
It's still the same today. Gillette is the absolute market leader when it comes to wet razors in many parts of the world. In 
Switzerland, Wilkinson follows in second place. There are countless other providers, some of them much cheaper, but so 
far they have hardly been able to establish themselves. Even though the quality is probably comparable, the majority of 
people want Gillette, the original, and will pay the price for it. The margin is enormous. A Gillette Fusion Power blade, for 
example, costs CHF 0.10 to produce including packaging, while it is sold in stores for around CHF 5 (see 
https://www.20min.ch/story/start-ups-kreuzen- with-gillette-the-blades-796125307496 ). Who knows, if Karl Elsener had 
also relied on disposable razors back then, whether the market situation in Switzerland would be different today. 
 
Basically, throughout its history, the Victorinox company has relied almost exclusively on its own products and 
developments. It was only rarely that something was copied and imitated. This was the last time on a large scale with 
Swisstool. For a long time, Victorinox struggled to copy the original “Leatherman” or produce anything comparable, even 
though demand for it was very high. When they finally decided to do it, the condition was that they didn't just copy the 
original, but create something that was better. In my opinion, this was very successful and the intention could be 
implemented. The Swisstool is still produced today in large quantities, practically unchanged. 
 
Swiss cutlers advertised razors in countless advertisements at the beginning of the 20th century. The Gillette system was 
almost exclusively advertised and hardly or not at all the Swiss product from Karl Elsener. 

https://www.20min.ch/story/start-ups-kreuzen-mit-gillette-die-klingen-796125307496


Elsi-Post 
 

~ 20~ 
   

 

   

 
In the last advertisement you can see that the Zurich cutlers - traditional companies with some very long histories of their 
own as cutlers - did not advertise their own products in the Christmas Advertisement, but rather the “Gillette” and “Star” 
systems. That’s how popular these razors were back then. 
 
Regardless of the system, these razors had the great advantage that shaving at home could be carried out safely and 
inexpensively for everyone, and a trip to the barber was no longer necessary. Of course, they were in competition with 
the “ordinary” razors, which Victorinox continued to produce in various versions for a long time. However, Victorinox has 
withdrawn completely from the razor and shaving equipment market for some time now. Wet razors in general are still 
available on the market and are very popular, even though there is now a wide range of electric razors on the market. 
In recent years, at least in Switzerland, new barbers have opened all over the place, which are once again relying on 
traditional shaving with a razor and shaving brush. Wearing and maintaining a beard is generally back in fashion. There 
are still or are still traditional companies in the knife industry that produce and sell classic razors. That might be the 
moment when Victorinox could start doing it again. The know-how would probably still be there. 
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Example Victorinox “System Star” model no. 450 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

  



Elsi-Post 
 

~ 22~ 
   

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  



Elsi-Post 
 

~ 23~ 
   

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

This additional small metal box could accommodate 2 replacement razor blades.  
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Souvenir fair at the Lion Monument in Lucerne 
 

The Lion Monument in Lucerne is one of the most famous tourist attractions in Switzerland. It is located in the middle of 
Lucerne. For Swiss students it is a place that is visited very often on school trips. If you go to Lucerne, you visit the Lion 
Monument. It is located at the foot of the so-called Glacier Garden, an exhibition in which, among other things, glacier 
pots are shown and which also includes a mirror labyrinth. 
The classic route for school classes is the tour from Lucerne train station over the Chapel Bridge through the old town to 
the Lion Monument, up to the Glacier Garden and back over the city walls. This tour allows you to experience many of the 
attractions and sights of the city of Lucerne, which is a tourist magnet. There is a large car parking lot right next to the Lion 
Monument. Mostly Asian tourists get out there every day and flood the city and its sights 
Back to the Lion Monument. Although the Lion Monument is one of Switzerland's top tourist attractions, hardly anyone 
knows the story behind it. Unlike, for example, the story of the national hero William Tell, the story surrounding the Lion 
Monument has little anchoring, neither in history lessons nor in the general consciousness of the population. How did this 
monument come about and what is the story behind it? 
 
As the name suggests, this attraction is a monument. It is intended to commemorate the fact that on August 10, 1792, 
around 750 Swiss guardsmen in the service of the French king died in the so-called storming of the Tuileries as part of the 
French Revolution. The Swiss Guard had a very long history in the service of the French kings. In contrast to large parts of 
the French troops, the Swiss Guard defended the Tuileries Palace - which had previously been abandoned by the royal 
family - until the last. Many found death. The storming of the Tuileries, which ended in victory for the insurgents, resulted 
in the French king being deposed and the surviving Swiss guardsmen murdered. This also ended the history of the Swiss 
Guard in the service of France. 
A certain Karl Pfyffer von Altishofen, who was an officer in the Swiss Guard at the time and was working in France, but 
was on holiday in Switzerland at the time of the storming of the Tuileries, had the initiative to build a monument in honor 
of and in memory of the fallen comrades. He received permission from the city of Lucerne to have the monument erected 
in a rock face on his leased property. His idea was, based on antiquity, to have a dead lion carved into the rock on resting 
weapons. It took a long time to create and various drafts were rejected. The finally completed monument depicted a 
resting or dying lion measuring approximately 10 x 6 
m, carved in sandstone, pierced by a spearhead, lying 
on weapons and 2 shields, one with the Swiss cross 
and one with the French Lilies. Above it is the motto: 
HELVETIORUM FIDEI AC VIRTUTI (To the loyalty and 
bravery of the Swiss), as well as the names of the Swiss 
Guard officers who were killed in the storm and who 
survived. The monument was inaugurated in 1821. 
From the very beginning, the place, which was 
henceforth called the Lion Monument, was a tourist 
attraction and attracted many celebrities and 
personalities to Lucerne. Mark Twain is said to have 
said of the monument: “The saddest and most moving 
piece of stone in the world.” 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/0/0b/Luzern_asv2022-10_L%C3%B6wendenkmal_img1.jpg/1280px-Luzern_asv2022-
10_L%C3%B6wendenkmal_img1.jpg 

 
There is a water basin in front of the monument and a garden area around it, which overall gives the monument a 
somewhat romantic appearance. Early on - and still - numerous souvenirs with images of the lion monument, carvings, 
pictures and even pocket knives with the lion motif were and are offered throughout the city of Lucerne. The monument 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/0/0b/Luzern_asv2022-10_L%C3%B6wendenkmal_img1.jpg/1280px-Luzern_asv2022-10_L%C3%B6wendenkmal_img1.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/0/0b/Luzern_asv2022-10_L%C3%B6wendenkmal_img1.jpg/1280px-Luzern_asv2022-10_L%C3%B6wendenkmal_img1.jpg
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is not without controversy in Switzerland; after all, it is a war memorial and, moreover, a “foreign” affair. In 2021 the Lion 
Monument celebrated its 200th anniversary. 
 

Lion Monument Souvenir Fair 
 

A lot of so-called souvenir knives were made and sold from the Lion Monument. These are mostly German-made pocket 
knives with aluminum scales, which depicted the lion monument in relief form. Most of these pocket knives come from 
the workshops of the A. Feist company in Solingen and date from the beginning of the 20th century. 
Along with the depiction of William Tell, it is probably the best-selling souvenir pocket knife with a Swiss motif. Today, 
Victorinox – and previously Wenger – still produces souvenir pocket knives with images of the Lion Monument. 1.4 million 
people visit the Lion Monument every year. These souvenirs can be found all over the world today. 
 
Below are different versions of these souvenir pocket knives. There are countless variations and they are a popular 
collecting area. The pocket knives in good condition are traded between CHF 100 and CHF 200 each. Most of these 
souvenir pocket knives have scales made of aluminum, which is very soft. As a result, there is often a lot of abrasion simply 
because the pocket knife was in a trouser pocket. This causes the relief to become “dull”, flattened. 
 

 
 

It is also exciting to see how closely the replicas were based on the original, or how they were designed relatively freely. 
For example, there are depictions that show the lion from a perspective from behind. Behind the lion is actually the rock 
wall, which means there is no rear view in the original. 
Many of the souvenir pocket knives also have the inscription HELVETIORUM FIDEI AC VIRTUTI, although hardly anyone can 
simply translate it like that. 
Switzerland - now known worldwide for its pocket knives - was only really developing its knife industry around 1910 - 
1940, especially the two large manufacturers Victorinox and Wenger. Back then, they probably didn't have the opportunity 
or even the interest to offer souvenir pocket knives in large quantities at favorable conditions. They would probably have 
had no chance against companies like A. Feist and Co from Solingen, which had extensive experience in industrial 
production. 
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Souvenir pocket knife Lion Monument, examples 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

The pocket knives pictured above are all from Victorinox. The pocket knife at the top left has Cellidor scales with a print, the other 3 pocket knives have scales from 
Edisona S.A. in bimetal at the bottom and a silver metal at the top right. 

 
 

 
 

Schalen aus 0.800 Silber 
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Die beiden Taschenmesser oben haben Schalen aus massivem Metall, nicht aus Aluminium 
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Cutler Bühler, Langenthal 

 
 

 
1888 

 
Two solid cutlers find permanent employment at J. Bühler, 

Messerschmied, Langenthal. One could also be accepted as an 
apprentice. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

1897 
For mechanics, blacksmiths, etc. “Hardening agent” cans of 100 liters each. 

10 sent cash on delivery 
L. Widmer, Drog., Langenthal 

We tried the above hardening agent and found it to be excellent and 
recommend the same to Christen, Mechan., Langenthal. Bühler, cutler. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
1897 

Two skilled cutlers, trained in ordinary pocket knives, find 
permanent work at Bühler, Messerschmied, Langenthal. 

 
 
 

 

 
 

1899 
On question 330. Apfelhöhler manufactures Bühler, Messerfabrik, Langenthal. 
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1899 
20th November. The owner of the company J. Bühler in Langenthal is Jakob Bühler, from Riedtheim near Zurzach 
(Aargau), who lives in Langenthal. Nature of the business: Manufacture of cutlery and trade in cutlery and grinding. 
 

 
 

1900 
A hard-working worker finds a permanent job at J. Bühler, 

cutler, Langenthal (Bern). Electric operation. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

1930 
Knifesmiths. 1930. October 22nd. The company J. 

Bühler, manufacturing and trading in cutlery, 
grinding, in Langenthal, has ceased to operate as a 

result of the owner's resignation. 
 

Knifesmiths, etc. - 1930. October 29th. The owner of 
the company Hans Bühler, in Langenthal, is Hans 

Bühler, from Rietheim near Zurzach, in Langenthal. 
Manufacture and trade in knife smithery, grinding. 

St. Urbanstrasse. 
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1931 
Death tablet. 

Jakob Bühler, a former cutler in Langenthal, died on November 26th at the age of 70. 
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1965 
October 25, 1965. Blacksmiths, etc. 

Hans Bühler, in Langenthal, manufacture and trade in cutlery, grinding. The company will be deleted as a result of the 
business transfer. 

October 25, 1965. Blacksmiths, etc. 
Hans Bühler, in Langenthal. The owner of the company is Hans Bühler, from Rietheim (Aargau), in Langenthal. 

Manufacture and trade of cutlery and cutlery, grinding. St. Urbanstrasse 18. 
 

 
 

Shab.ch: swiss official gazette of commerce = Fosc.ch: feuille officielle suisse du commerce = Fusc.ch: foglio 

ufficiale svizzero di commerce , 

Volume 124 (2006) 
 

 
 

In 2006 the Bühler Messerschmiede company in Langenthal went out of business. Hans Bühler retired and since there was 
no successor, the company went out of business. Hans Bühler still lives in Langenthal.  

https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/volumes?UID=sha-002
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/volumes?UID=sha-002
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/view?pid=sha-002%3A2006%3A124%3A%3A989&referrer=search
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Bühler cutler interview 
 
I met Hans Bühler at his home in Langenthal. He was very happy to answer my 
questions. Overall it was a very pleasant atmosphere and Mr and Mrs Bühler 
were very nice, lovable people. The interview was hold in swiss german. The 
following sequences are a reasonable reproduction from immediate memory and 
based on notes and written in standard German. 
 
Elsinox: “I would like to find out more about the history of the Bühler cutlery in 
Langenthal.” 
 
Hans Bühler: “I took over the business from my father in 1965. The father was 
born in 1894. The grandfather founded the cutlery in Langenthal in 1882. We are 
therefore 2 years older than the Victorinox company. So we were, we don't exist 

anymore. You're going to laugh now, I'll 
show you something." Hans Bühler pulls 
out a book, the one about the 100th 
anniversary of Victorinox, The Knife and its History. He opens it to a certain page 
and points to a man in a photo. «I took out this book and looked at it, I have time. 
That's when I found my grandfather on it. I don't have any photos of my 
grandparents myself, I didn't know them. I was born in 1940. I already had an old 
father." The father was around 46 years old when Hans Bühler was born. «My 
father's birthday was on the same day as mine, May 6th. The last birthday we 
celebrated together, I was 46 and he was 92. That was a celebration. The father 
died in 1986.” 
 

Elsinox: “It was also exciting to see how many cutlers you recognized in the photo from the cutlery association, as it is very 
blurry and very old.” 
 
Hans Bühler: “I learned a lot in the book that I didn’t know myself. They also published a book by Wenger on the 100th 
anniversary. They all just complained about how they had gone bankrupt. And the union. It was still interesting, the whole 
structure and stuff. How the union was active, with wages, short-time work. Just like it is today.” 
 
Elsinox: “The Bühler family does not come from Langenthal, but from Rietheim, near Zurzach. A cutler, August Bühler, also 
comes from there. Does the name mean anything to you? Or do you know other relatives who worked as cutlers?” 
 
Hans Bühler: “No, that doesn’t mean anything to me. The father had 5 sisters. I don't even know whether my grandfather 
had any siblings. Probably already during this time.” 
 
August Bühler: Not much is known about August Bühler. In 1862, a 
“Karl August Bühler” settled in St. Gallen as a cutler, who went 
bankrupt in 1868, married again in 1875 and died in 1882. In 1893 
there is an entry that shows that an August Bühler - possibly the son 
of Karl August Bühler - was a cutler and cashier at the Grütliverein 
Schwyz at the time. From 1965 there is another entry from a cutler 
August Bühler from Rietheim near Zurzach, who then died and was born in 1892. Hans Bühler's grandfather was born in 
1862. I have a pocket knife marked “August Bühler, Zurzach”. I assume that an August Bühler - just like Jakob Bühler, who 
originally came from Rietheim - was employed by Karl Elsener around 1893 and had run a cutlery forge before/after in 
Rietheim or Zurzach (right next door). His son, in turn, was born in 1892, also became a cutler, but was then presumably 
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employed without owning a business. I firmly assume that Jakob Bühler and August Bühler were related, if not brothers, 
then probably cousins. 
It can be assumed that the Bühlers were a knife family with origins in Rietheim near Zurzach with later branches and 
employment in Langenthal, St. Gallen and Schwyz. 
 
Elsinox: “The shop in Langenthal was always at Bärengasse 18”? 
 
Hans Bühler: “Yes, exactly. It still looks exactly the same today. The 
name changed once, from Bärengasse to St. Urbangasse. The shop 
and the cutlery were always at the same address. I have to say, I don't 
have any documents left at all. My grandparents, like Victorinox, 
started with a hat shop. (gets up, takes a picture from the wall). 
There's Bühler, and there used to be a tombstoner in there. There 
used to be a large garden, then there was the hat shop, and then the 
window of our cutlery shop. The workshop was probably behind it.” 
 

 

Facade of the Bühler cutlery in Langenthal over time 
 

   
1930 1944 2024 

 
 
Elsinox: “Bühler Messerschmiede was always a manufacturing company, not just a goods store?” 
 
Hans Bühler: “Yes. So the father made a lot of things himself, knives. But what the grandfather did, I have no idea, I never 
knew him. 
 
Elsinox: “I have a few photos of pocket knives with “Bühler” markings. Can you assign these?” (show photos) 
 
Hans Bühler: “Yes, they are definitely homemade. The name was engraved on the blades. This is only possible before 
hardening. Afterwards it won’t work anymore.” 
 
Elsinox: “What exactly does homemade mean? Were the parts all made by hand, or were they worked with pre-
finished/semi-finished products? Ordered pre-made?” 
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Hans Bühler: “I did something like that in my apprenticeship, with a saw, a sack awl and a blade. But I don't know where 
that is anymore. With horn scales. Only the circuit boards and intermediate layers came ready. Then we filed the saw, all 
by hand.” 
 
Elsinox: “That sounds like an enormous effort” 
 
Hans Bühler: “Yes, but we also had two days to do it.” 
 
Elsinox: “It wasn’t worth it later, was it?” 
 
Hans Bühler: “Yes, back then they didn’t charge CHF 150 per hour. There was still time.” 
 
Elsinox shows further photos of farmer's knives with horn scales 
 
Hans Bühler: “We didn’t make anything like that at Victorinox back then, farmer’s knives.” 
 
Elsinox: “Was it always clear to you that you would join your father in the cutlery business, or did you have siblings?” 
 
Hans Bühler: “Yes, a sister. Yes, I just did it. It was like clear. Even when I was little, I was always “thinking” about something 
in the booth.” 
 
Elsinox: “And then when you took over the company, what else did you do yourself?” 
 
Hans Bühler: “We produced a lot for Bally. Bally shoe factory. By the thousands. Cutting knife to cut leather. We used to 
do something like that. But not much else. Even back in my day, it was no longer profitable to make your own knife. But 
before, in my father's time, they didn't do anything different. My father once wanted to make military knives, but decided 
against it. There were only 3-4 who made military knives. The Röthlisberger from Bärau also did it, I still remember that.” 
 
Elsinox: “I also found one (show him) marked H. Bühler. But I think that Bühler only repaired them.” 
 
Hans Bühler: “Yes, exactly. We had thousands of these repaired.” 
 
Elsinox: “So where, here or at Victorinox?” 
Hans Bühler : “No here, at home. And then there was the stamp on it, the double one. A Jörg Rätzer came from Bern each 
time. He always came to take the knives to see if they were good. He looked at every knife. There was always this double 
stamp, even when changing scales. They then came back into the army. We had had many of the Wenger military knives. 
Every knife we had had the springs broken. They had huge problems with it. They just couldn't get the springs to hold. They 
had to show that the feathers held by - which you shouldn't do - opening the large blade and the awl at the same time. “ 
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Elsinox: “And how did you repair the knives, with your own blades?” 
 
Hans Bühler: “We received the boxes with the military knives from 
the federal government, 1000 pieces each. I don't know who else 
repaired it. We then ordered the spare parts from Victorinox: blades 
and awls. And the Wengers said we won't send you any more spare 
parts, you're not a customer of ours. I was against law anyway, not 
bringing them any money. But I also had Wenger knives in the shop. 
And we could also use the Victorinox springs. However, they were 
always a little too long. These were then sanded down and fitted, and 
that was it.” 
 
Elsinox: “Ok. But that was a big job. Just opening the knives.” 
 
Hans Bühler: “Yes, we broke them apart. Here a blade was inserted in between and hewn 
open, then the rivets were taken out. Then repaired and re-riveted. I don't know exactly 
how long we had. But it's also different whether you repair one piece or hundreds. We 
simply hadn’t done anything differently.” 
 
Elsinox: “You were alone then, or did you still have employees?” 
 
Hans Bühler: “I still had an employee. It was then simply no longer profitable to do 
something yourself. This was only possible on a larger scale, mechanically, like at 
Victorinox. We basically only had grinding work. We then also made evaluations for 
others. Riethmüller from Zurich and Ackermann from Basel, the big ones. They then sent 
the grinding shops to us because they no longer had a workshop themselves. There was 
also the cutler Meng from Zurich. He took my final apprenticeship exam together with 
Klötzli from Burgdorf.” 
 
Elsinox: “You did the training at Victorinox, the whole thing?” 
 
Hans Bühler: “Yes, exactly. They didn't want to train anyone for 20 years, but now they're training cutlers again. They were 
able to persuade them. But they also learn something and can use it. During my training I only sharpened and repaired 
knives. It was a great time at Victorinox. I often say that those were the best four years of my life (laughs). I was an 
apprentice with the second Kari (Karl Elsener). When I was there, in 1958 or 1959, the third Kari had just been born. There 
was a celebration, I still remember that. The Kari was incredibly social. Great company. I had many suppliers who only 
wanted Victorinox, nothing else.” 
 
Elsinox: “You didn’t train any metalsmiths with you?” 
 
Hans Bühler: “No, not me anymore. The father still does. It was just a different time back then.” 
 
Elsinox: “There are only a few cutlery makers in Switzerland that still produce their own. Like Klötzli, for example, with one-
handed blades.” 
 
Hans Bühler: “Yes. Have you ever been to the Klötzli museum? The hammer. Victorinox now also wants to create a museum. 
You have 35,000 pieces.” 
 
Elsinox: “And you retired in 2005 without a successor?” 
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Hans Bühler: “Yes, exactly, in 2005. The daughter was in the business for 20 years. Knives were just a side business. It had 
become more of a household business. Lots of cutlery. When I see the prices today, I'm glad she didn't continue with them. 
Hardware stores, home stores, they stop everywhere.” 
 
Elsinox: “Can you say something about this special 50-piece pocket knife marked H. Bühler?” 
 
Hans Bühler: “I took over this knife along with other things in the business from my father. I don't know much more about 
it, including how old it is. However, the blade was definitely made by my father, because you can only hammer it in before 
hardening and assembly.” 
 
Elsinox: “Thank you very much for your time and what I found to be a very informative interview” 
 
Hans Bühler: “No problem, you too have a great time”   
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Bühler Langenthal, examples of pocket knives 
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Blade stamp Bühler, Langenthal 
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50-piece pocket knife from Bühler, Langenthal. The 50 tools 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

  



Elsi-Post 
 

~ 47~ 
   

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

       

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

       
 

  



Elsi-Post 
 

~ 48~ 
   

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

       

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

       

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

       



Elsi-Post 
 

~ 49~ 
   

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

       

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

       

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 



Elsi-Post 
 

~ 50~ 
   

 
       

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

       

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

       

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 



Elsi-Post 
 

~ 51~ 
   

 
       

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

       

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

       

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 



Elsi-Post 
 

~ 52~ 
   

 
       

 

 
 

  
 

 

  

 
 

  

 
 

       

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

       

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

       



Elsi-Post 
 

~ 53~ 
   

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

       

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

       

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  
 
 

       



Elsi-Post 
 

~ 54~ 
   

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

       

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

       

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 



Elsi-Post 
 

~ 55~ 
   

 
       

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

       

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

       

 

  



Elsi-Post 
 

~ 56~ 
   

 

anecdote 
 

 
 
 
 

A smuggler's trick. While crossing the border on a side road, a Dutch customs officer stopped the driver of a small car 
loaded with smuggled goods. The carter lamented loudly about the loss of his property and in the excitement, which was 
revealed with great acting talent, he grabbed a pocket knife before the customs officer could prevent it and inflicted such 
a serious injury on his neck that the blood flowed in streams. The deeply frightened officer quickly rushed to the nearest 
house, more than 2 kilometers away, to get help. When he got to the place where he had caught the smuggler, he had 
disappeared with his wagon, goods and horses and remained so in the darkness that had now set in. The blood that flowed 
in streams came from a blood-filled bladder which the cunning smuggler carried under his scarf and which he opened at 
the moment of greatest danger in order to deceive the unsuspecting customs officer, which he succeeded brilliantly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

the end 
 


